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The Internetin India has had many problem children, of which pornography and aceess to adult centent has probatly been one
ofthe mest notorious. The aveailability of pornegraphic centent coupled with new forms of social interaction through networking
platforms, especially against the backdrop of growing gendered and sexuality vicdlence has been a concern for most of the
stakeholders. It is a mixed problem that necessitates some forms of regulation, which, net-porn, because of its very nature, escapes,
and also a problem that hes severe ramifications about the freecom of speech and expressicn, censorship and autheritarian control
ofonline content.

Nzmita A. Malhotrz, inher monograph on Porn, Law, Video Technology', changes the stake of this debate by building a framework
that charts out the rather tricky terrzins of working with pemography. The monograph finds a new point of entry into axdisting
debates by looking at legal construction of pleasure through different tachnologies of mass consumption. The monograph suggests
that pornography is a mode of engagement with technology — erotic, engendered, intimate, and perverse, Inthe law's mability
todeal with this affective, subjective and personal investment in producticn, consumption and distribution of material that can
bedeemed pornographic, Malhotra recopnises the potentials of revisiting debates around obscenity, morality, late-modernity and
cultural production in India. Malhotra produces a comprehensive over-view of different debates, both in the West and in India, to
concentrate on how the visual aesthetics of pornography, the new circuits of porrographic consumption, the privilege of affect
owver regulation lead to possibilities of interaction and negotiation with heternormative power structures in the countrv. The
monograph demonstrates how the greyzores of pornography and the law's inability to deal with it, offer new conceptual tools of
understanding the spaces of digital interaction and identity.
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The: Centre [or Inlemel & Suciely's ‘Researcher’s Al Work 158 sedes designed (o badlda il explore e intellecluwal resources fur
mapping and understanding the complex interactions between the rise ofdigital and commurieation technologies and the spheres
ofliving that they influence. The monographs in this series, explore embedded appreaches, frameworks and historical trajectories
tounderstand the ways in which new technolcgies shape the nature, form, and texture of life and lng in contemporary times.
The (CIS-RAW) series was designed to build local irtellectnal resources for mapping and understanding the complex interacticons
between therise of digital and internal rechnologies and the spheres of living that they influenge.



