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Introduction

There has been, in the fields of design and amtite, a close link between the
shape and imagination of the city spaces and thara@gmt technologies of the time.
The study of space (architecture, public places ety form) can lead to very
interesting insights into the expression of theietgcwith respect to the dominant
technologies. Manuel Castells argues that spanetia mere photocopy (reflection)
of the society but it is an important expressioadi€lls, 2009). Fredric Jameson, in
his identification of the condition of post-moddyndemonstrates how the transition
into new technologies is perhaps first and mosbhiseflected in the architecture, as
physical spaces get materially reconstructed, ndy ¢o house the needs and
peripheries of the emerging technologies but atsemibody their aesthetics in their
design and built form (Jameson, 1991).

Earlier technologies have led to new understandaigbe notions of the public and
commons. Jurgen Habermas argues on how the emerggngrint cultures and

technologies led to a structural transformatiorthef public sphere by creating new
and novel forms of participation and political eggment for the print readers.
Within cinema studies in India, Ashish Rajadhyakstral Madhav Prasad have
looked at the 'cinematic city’ — how material cdiwtis of the city transform to

house the cinema technologies, and how the imagmaf certain cities is affected

by the cinematic representations of these spacaadRyaksha, 2009). Mike Davis'
formulations of an 'Ecology of Fear'(Davis, 199%daSean Cubbit's idea of 'The
Cinema Effect' (Cubitt, 2005) also show the intégedationship that technologies
have with the imagination and materiality of urlsp@aces.

| wish to explore the trajectories of transformatand perception of cities in India in
context with the rise of Information Technologies tommunication and presence of
an active digital space. The issue of imaginatgan important one here as much as
the material realities of our cities. However, &gin with one needs to look at the
very idea of cities in the Indian context. The famental idea of a city and that of a
space becomes important here and has been expioted chapter on cities. The
issue of representation as related to ideas ofials@pace’ and ‘abstract space’
(Lefebvre, 1992) has been used as a methodoloffi@adework while analyzing
cities. The social space of a city here refershe production of space that is
biomorphic and anthropological. From this perspectpeople and history and
memory along with social economic processes playr@ng role in its definition.
Hence, city spaces cannot be understood as atiatiexf building and other material
production alone but rather as an act of sociatyction involving people over a
long period of time. The appropriation and représgon of cities is another
important concern as it creates an imaginationcsira and often justifies the
material transformation.

The research is primarily concerned with first tregaan understanding of the cities
in Indian context from the point of view of theioal, technological and material
productions. The ideas and representations of gh&cefore, become critical issues
of exploration to understand the nature of imagomabf space with reference to
Indian cities. An empirical study of issues of sglaransformation was conducted in
Bangalore and Gurgaon to find certain patterns isdorrelation with the present
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discourses on the technology and the city. Theeiggperception of lived in space,
cartography and myth became important issues teerstahd the nature of the
imagination of space and positioning of the diggplhce. The contradiction of a
networked geography with the present spatial agaremt of cities that is the centre
of a larger territory becomes important shifts éodecounted for while understanding
the new geography. The patterns and possibiliteshese new geographies of
information technologies have been understood hydystg three building
programmes in the city. The question of transforomaand future of cities and the
position of digital space in these times then bexamimportant one to answer. The
initial study concerns with laying out a framewddt examining the techno-spatial
discourses in cities in general while establishthg key characteristics of its
narration in the Indian context.
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Chapter 1
City, Technology and Cyberspace

The issue of cities and its transformation duenformation technologies or rather the
presence of a digital space has been an importantecn with scholars of
cyberculture and space. The idea of cyberspace npawharacteristics of
placelessness has been explained by an inherdity bigiusers of the digital network
of information to lift their social relationshipdm their local context and their
restructuring across time and space (Giddens, 199i)the interest in viewing the
cyberspace as some has speculated as a new kapéad#, heralding a new phase in
the idea of a city. David Bell has used the fundataddonging for a ‘heavenly city’
to be found in most culture as a starting pointas imagining a new city which
will transcend both material and nature as it Wwédlan imaginary city that will stand
for a new world of human enlightenment (Bell andnKedy, 2000). The idea of
"cyberspace as a consensual hallucination expe&tedaily by billions of legitimate
operators in every nations..." by Gibson in nuenosea set the tone for discourses on
the nature on the cyberspace and against the larkdra huge disappointment and
decay of the industrial city in America and Euraqmipled with the domination of
mass media information explosion. The anxiety aased with the transformation of
space time relationship, first during the industp@riod with railways and then with
automobiles and now with networks of flow has baetonsistent starting point for
many writers to find a way to now understand thacspof cities. The idea of
cinematic production as an abstract map that a modiy needs for people to
making sense of the increasingly complex patterma¥ement, assembly, circulation
and social interaction has been posited as a wapnaérstanding the city (Mcquire,
2000). The disjunction between the bodily and tiseal experience of space has also
been seen as one of the fundamental problems dbitecture and urbanism. (Scott
Mcquire in Cyberculture Reader). There have bedierdnt lines of enquiries by
writers to understand the idea of space in theoAgetworks of information.

The idea of architecture of a city has been of irtggee for researchers to test the
ideas of cyberspace and its relationship with the The issue of architecture as not
only a physical shelter but an expression of imrmaesgmbolic meanings has
fascinated many commemoratars cyber culture. Architecture of the city or the
built form of the city is perceived as not only gioal material but as something that
connects us to larger meanings of our society aitdre. These meanings are often
portrayed as more important than the physicalfiesedl has supported the manifesto
of the de-materialized space or architecture (BD4). Often the ideas of the de-
constructivists or post-structuralist architectstsas reading the text of the city in the
form of messages, codes and movement being morertamp than the object itself
has been used to create a scenario for a new Kiradchitecture, which is non-
physical. This argument is a double loaded onetame level it almost predicts the
dematerialization of architecture or rather an ehthe idea of a city and at another
level it supposes a new kind of architecture (thadistitutes the loss) that is possible
in cyberspace.

Aldo Rossi was amongst the seminal writers of iole@ new kind of architecture that
emerges from not only looking at history but rathreamory as the central device. He
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goes on to propose the idea of types in buildireg #hould replace the idea of an
object of architecture (Rossi, Ghirardo, and Eisamil984). Whereas there is a
strong emphasis on the non-physical (memory) aststring method, the recognition
of an alternate spatial system is central to tlea.itHowever, the idea of the building
and its relationship with the city is central t@ tinanifesto. The idea also looks at the
role of meanings and the process of reading ofspfaxe but goes on to suggest a
reclamation and foundation of a new city. The idedsdematerialization of
architecture or cities in cyberculture discoursaaade with the disillusionment with
the modern cities of the post-war Europe and lddbe character of cities. It is not
necessarily something that emerges independenttytixé discipline of cyber culture
alone. Again the issue of the place has been de¢atnaost discourses on architecture
and cities that sought to create an alternate ugbamainly as a reaction to the
modern metropolis. The universalism and placelessiveas the most important
criticism of the modern project in any case.

The ideas of annihilation of space and time havedeglisuch predictions about the
end of cities. Writers have proclaimed that theywessence of a city will not survive
as we move to a different construct of a large nmitgathat is built on networked
communication and infrastructure of high-speed ioWhe ideas that people need not
now travel to work and can operate from their homely fuelled such predictions.
The figures say another story. (It seems of 4 pat of white collar professions in IT
sector in the United States choose to work from ¢lpnThe need to be together and
agglomerate is very important.

Some writers have even predicted a total destnuadiothe ideas of city that has
evolved in the last 8000 years. Such predictioeshat only alarmist but they also do
not base their prediction on either material rgatit cities or any other conceptual
framework. This does not help us in understandregdomplexity and finer point of
the issue. The skepticism of mainstream urban esudkpert towards cyberculture
does not help the cause either. The radical predi@bout end of cities has been
proven wrong through sheer empirical evidence &f ldist two decade. On the
contrary cities continue to grow at a rapid ratd people continue ever so more to
agglomerate together for work, homes and leisurbis Tis not to deny that
information technologies are presently disturbimgpwn geographies and history of
cities. But the idea of a city development has gaimore ground with the advent of
globalization led by informational economy.

Moreover, the specific context of geography, ceétand social productions are
always specific to a place and are absolutelytwiaed with city. The relationship of
the built form with its context might be transfongiand will have to be considered
while discussing issues of cities and cyberspabe. fEcognition of cyberspace has
surely led to a very futuristic imagination of e#i, which is often emanating from
fiction. Rather than try and establish a meetinghfpbetween the imagination and
material reality of today, this vision is seen amsthing for the future in a society
that has transformed, not very differently from thsion of modernist planners for
new cities based on universal values and desigtheR#han imagine a brand new
non-city due to presence of information technolagyour lives, it might be
worthwhile to first understand the nature of transfation of our cities both from a
physical space and perception realm.
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Technology Narratives of Cities

The reasons for the genesis of the cities have attghuted to the ability of people
to communally organize themselves to carry out wateyation projects in river
valleys. The ability to collect, organize and execthese projects was central to
creating surplus in agriculture and was considénedreason founding of our cities
(Mumford, 1961). The technology to make canalg; wialls and then the symbolic
architecture of a large scale (precinct and pala@es) central to the formation of the
very idea of a city. Human mechanization in therfasf stratification was the other
important condition as well. Cities have alwaysrbaesymbol of man's triumph over
nature and place that represented his will to iat@v Technology was always
omnipresent with every material culture but wasemewx stand-alone expression till
the industrial revolution. Cities in western workere reorganized in terms of their
rhythm, experiences, spaces, times and represantas8 they were impacted by
speed, light and power and transformed into a "mécltomplex”. It has also been
argued that the key period, which brought aboutctienge perhaps, occurred before
with the moral, economic and political choices madiging the middle age
(Mumford and Winner, 2010). The splintering of umliabric by railway line, large
storage complexes, industrial spaces and migrarkessl quarters changed the face
of many cities forever. The large mechanizatiogités led to an altogether different
perception of the city itself like the night lifé the city, or idea of movement, ideas
of community and geography (Thrift, 2004). This ghaic complex’ was also
responsible for the highly integrated coordinatadrspace and people leading to the
explosion of mass production, distribution and congtion. This perhaps was the
most important turn in the techno-city narrativetie history of cities. The cyber
networks of today have very much been built onntaerial (ground work) that was
provided by this post-industrial infrastructure aléctricity, transport and services.
The speed and intensity of social interaction aswhemic integration led to creation
of a new society (Simel). For example, the ideatiofe keeping and human
synchronization was central to the interaction metropolis.

This was also the time when cities and its partsewmagined in terms of their
systemic relationships and properties. Like thewondt of transportation, water
supply, road network or sewage. The cities frormtlb@ have been increasingly
viewed as a systems diagram like the map of thedbonTube. Harry Beck created
the first diagrammatic map of the London Tube irB1,9a move away from the
previous actual geographic ones (Guardian.co.ude.fig 1.
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Figure 1 The London Tube Map of 1931

The functionalist model of planning of cities toolk this abstract, systemic and
technologized model of space organization to itseexe level while proclaiming that

city is a machine to be lived in (Corbusier, 200B)e CIAM (Congress of Modern

Architecture) was formed to propagate the functishadea of planning cities and

had a strong European support base. Their Atheagecthwas built on analyzing

cities under four broad heads — residence, wortrestion and circulation. They
encouraged a modern compartmentalized way of vigwigity and traditional cities

were considered messy, chaotic and unsanitary. aebuSier's unrealized plan

consisted demolition of the northern part of the @ty and erection of 18 cruciform

shaped towers with open space for movement ofrmémardens in between. See fig
2. Surprisingly Le Corbusier's work in India wasiage leap of faith as it combined
an uncanny understanding of the Indian contextemms$ of climate, light and

construction but executed in a universal langudgeaalernism.
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Figure 2 Le Corbusiers Proposed Radiant City

In the west though, it was not surprising that &g [1960s there was huge opposition
and disillusionment with this kind of planning ofties that saw space as a
functionalist machine. There were voices beingeghiabout the loss of public life,
crime, community feeling and overall experiencenaidern cities. The regimentation
of daily life, the inversion of public life to prate realm and the loss of the city centre
were reoccurring concerns of the period (Ellin, 998 discourses on cities in the
western world.

A whole bunch of theorists were talking about dedént way of reading and the
planning of cities. Much of the alternatives weneaction to the modernist planning
that kept functionality and hence, technology ia tentre of visualization of cities.
Jane Jacobs set the discussion going when she Wrifée and Death of Great
American Cities" where she questioned the theneatizoning and transport priority
planning initiative in New York. Kevin Lynch spolabdout the image of a city (Lynch
1960) from a personal experiential perspectivetaedssue of time in cities (Lynch,
1972). The other reactionary movements included @Gaeden City in U.K, the
Townscape in America and works of Aldo Rossi and Raer in Europe. All these
were the absolute anti-thesis to the functionaksthnologized approach towards
modernist planning and gave alternate vantage $dmtview and conceptualize
cities.
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There were however, the artistic and creative tffby people like Paulo Soleri that
absolutely defied the mainstream trends and boktgrted representing their
understanding of a city (in future) that will betremely system driven and combine
the various technologies of the time with an un@eding of natural resources
(Soleri, 1971). See fig 3. In India some pioneerihgughts were expressed with
publication of a series of books on urban planriimg had the systemic biological
understanding as its base in the work of Sir Hatdeddes during the 1915-18, way
before the massive modern town planning activitiekhdia. He proposed "a unified

web of life acknowledging the symbiotic nature loé¢ fiving world based on the life-

force". (Geddes, 1947)

Despite these systemic and flow related repregentadf cities, there existed an
altogether different and traditional rhythm of lifieat almost does not acknowledge
the technological complexities of the overall ciyenri Lefebvre spoke about the
idea of social space that people create and imagimgpposed to abstract space of the
state (Lefebvre, 1992) and mentions about the Isittand rhythm of the
Mediterranean town as something that has beentaldésorb the changes brought
about by meta rhythms of state or technology. Cldseme the life of so many
communities within large cities, like thethobis of Mumbai, the community living
quarters in old city, the kite makers of the citytbe urban poor of slums is very
much about self organized rituals and rhythm ireetipe of the state. Many
communities seem to exist in an autonomous statkeofal of the meta-rhythm of
mass transport, media, information technologiesathdr services.

Figure 3 Solori's sketch of a New City

Some amounts of scholarships have also emergedredriround the demise of the
modern city while looking as the space as ruingechnological edifice. Many of
these vivid descriptions and imaginations of abaedomodern infrastructure have
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also been fodder to imagination of a new idea @cspwhich emerges from the
digital world built on these ruins. Such ruins obaernity have also formed the
backdrop of science fiction post Blade Runner likinority Report’ (A movie
released in 2002).

Locating Technology in Indian Cities

The films and movies made during the 1930's perpapgded the most fascinating
and enchanting experience for the people in laitgesan India. It heralded a new era
in cultural production and the experience itselfswlaaded with the futuristic
technological symbols of the time. The films weteegned in large screens with state
of the art projectors and immersive sound systérhs. characters were captured in
the film, which could be transported to differemirgs of the country and seen again
and again—a very different sense of space and tithe-space that housed this urban
collective experience that reflected these idebtsahnology.

The cinema halls built during the 30's and 40'sMambai were technological

marvels of the time. Eros (1934-38), Metro (1938) &egal (1934) were examples
of the Indo-Deco movement in architecture and maske of reinforced concrete
cement for slabs leading to large span structure skating areas, forced air-
conditioning system, mixed land-use (cinema witbps), large lounge, lighting and
vertical facades designed to be viewed in the night Lang 2002).

Figure 4. Eros Cinema in Mumbai

Many cities in India during that period had new stonctions based on technological
innovations emanating from the modern and Art Demvement in architecture in
Europe and America respectively. In fact the Indee®was marked by a complete
adoption of new technologies of construction witls fundamental language
reinforced concrete construction, flat slab, definvertical circulation, cantilevered
overhangs, curved profiles and metal castings.

"Not only was the building modern in appearance wWN&dia Assurance building,,

Mumbai 1935), it was modern in its reinforced caterconstruction. It had an efficient
layout and forced air-cooling. Horizontal projectedrfaces protect the building from
east and western sun, and sensible airshaft andabje window allow for potential

power failure"(JT Lang, 2002)
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But the craftsman also collaborated here to cresttfs that had a "tradition Indian
forms" (or symbols) like thewastikin metal grills or a reference to the huts in the
form of ‘mural’ often showing the obsession witrea$ of aristocratic folklore (J
Lang, Madhavi Desai, and Miki Desai, 2000). Allggisted and after thought but the
adoption of technology was about always accompahie@n attempt to make an
apology to the tradition of the land in the formnoebtifs. Here ‘tradition' and ‘modern
technology’ were about always viewed in an oppaglationship.

Technology and the National Agenda

Similar buildings that used new materials and tetdgy like cinema halls, palaces,
library, town hall, universities were built all ass India by many different architects
that were patronized by the private individual¢rast much before the independence
of India. The Nehruvian modern building projectsreveather large scale and
widespread and are often perceived to be the drasbtought in new technology
paradigms in architecture. The post-independencggis rather only continued the
construction technological advancement made in18®&0's but the nation building
effort projected the state as the patron of these technologies. So here is a curious
case of an explosion of imagination of new techgigle that are not really new from
a building design perspective but are rather ptege@s the instrument for nation
building activity.

More than the architecture of building it was thesign of large dams, canals and
bridges that captured the imagination of peopleer@im technology was seen as
being central to solve the problems of the courdnd make it reliant. The
imagination of the future India was built on grosndf solving the problem of
poverty, food security and external defense. Newhrelogies of increasing
productivity of cattle's, agriculture land and himgswere seen as central to achieve
the mammoth task of nation building. The technoltgygt was well established by
the 70's and 80's and institutionalized throughouar departments and educational
institutions in India like the Public Works Depagnt (PWD), Roads and Building
Department (R&B), Indian Institute of TechnologyT{)l and Center for Building
Research Institute (CBRI) to name a few concertinit environment apart from
many other in the field of agriculture, water amghigation, etc. Technology in cities
was seen largely as part of the larger nation mgléxercise and a solution to solve
problems of water, sanitation and housing in citibat were growing fast.
Technology was the instrument and its represemtaiiqrojection was not central to
the people's imagination but rather the solutiat tias promised by it. For example,
right through the 70's and 80's technology was s&ethe central issue with respect
to housing problems in India. It was argued thalt emgineered low cost and at time
pre-fabricated building parts can solve the houshgrtage in India. Government
made massive investment in such efforts but soowas realized how cultural,
economic and issues of water are more central @optioblem of housing than
technology. The use of pre-fabricated building pavas far more ideal for heavy
industries, large buildings and railways.

Hindustan Prefab Limited (HPL) was incorporated1ii53. It was earlier founded as
Hindustan Housing Factory Ltd., which was set ughat behest of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India for solgrthe housing problem created due to
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influx of refugees from West Pakistan. As yeailgddby, the company came to be known
as HPL, the change in name being necessitatedveydification of its operationgHPL)

This phase was marked by a naive expectation freaihnblogically complex
processes to alter the spaces of our cities. Sdrtieese processes had been adopted
and developed in the western industrialized citesl were contextual to their
economic and cultural set up.

Technology and the Civic Space

The Delhi Asian Games of 1982 changed the peraeptidtechnology and the city to
a great extent, and were a turning point in thegimetion of cities. The Asian Games
witnessed an explosion of urban infrastructure raxcdeation project of massive scale
for the very first time in India. Some new prograwisthe city like exhibition
grounds, stadiums, fly-over and housing was exécatel are examples of very well
crafted architecture pieces, which in true modérmedition, revealed the material
(exposed concrete, bricks, etc) and hence, wetmagsstatement of the technology
of the building. This revelation of building matdrinot as a style but rather as a
functionalist need was projected itself into a nenagination of city and civic pride;
one that is mediated by technology of infrastruetamnd built form.

Figure 5. Indian Stamp showing the Talkatora Stadium

Many cities envied it, but there was no way theyldaeceive the enormous money
and attention that the capital city received dutimg 80's. The state in this case was
seen as central to the technology narrative ofcityeas an ideologist, executer and
provider. Moreover, as it has been noticed in mather cities of the world it is
usually the anonymous projects in public place becahe showpiece of the civic
pride in technology and advancement (Vesely 200Rjivate architectural
development (independent or group housing) is monservative and practical when
it comes to use and symbolism around technology.

The next chapter in the imagination and materiange in technology and cities is
beginning to happen now in a massive way but ierg different manner than earlier
times. As discussed earlier and then elaboratéaeisection on transformation, cities
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are asserting themselves more as autonomous en#tid are positioning their
identity irrespective of the state and the countmych more now as sites for
investment. This is a critical stage in the develept and imagination of cities as
they are personified as having a strong presentieeinational and global network of
economy. This shift has resulted in a curious tetdgy embodiment and narratives
in the city. The carriers of present techno narestiare infrastructure projects that
symbolize flows of a fast moving economy; these thge spaces of flows (Castells
2009). International airports, fly over's, metrader roads, transit hotels, convention
centers and such are the focus area of the sigdagjties of India. The programmes
for these projects are truly geared towards flolvgamds and people. These projects
mostly exemplify a certain "international" aesthstthat is often made to appear as
the language of the particular technology like ofesteel cables, glass facade and
aluminum cladding and such. Unlike in the past,dtage is more actively partnering
with the private organization for creation of tim$rastructure. The role of R&B and
PWD is now reduced being that of a facilitator @omination. Captain of the
industry are part of the steering committee andethe an acute self-awareness of
being world class in terms of matching with thethiasthe world. There are some
interesting conditions that get fostered in thecpss.

The Promise of the "City Next"

The present developmental activities in the city @ften portrayed as preparation for
the promised next life cycle of the city. The cisyoften projected as being in the
process of getting restructured so as to betterwliga a new world order in which
our cities must somehow fit wéllThe symbolism of aesthetics of technology intbuil
environment becomes a very important deploymergublic spaces. For example,
complex engineering feats within a city like diggian underground tunnel, building
the highest tower or the largest airport becomesater of extreme civic pride. The
guestion of appropriate technology or economicseavironmental balance or
displacement of people then becomes secondarysaithost seen as an irritant. The
technology symbolism in these large infrastructprejects overpowers all our
concern.

! The fundamental issue around restructuring ofesitare explained in the chapter on
transformations.
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Figure 6 Proposal of GIFT City, Gujarat

The futuristic idea of information age is an imamit projection here. This also seems
to be a global phenomenon as in the past few deaguteeat depiction of ICT's have
been common; used to generate public funds anddsed$or transnational corporate
and to make cities "competitive" and symbolically-tech” (Graham, 2004). It is
interesting how this symbolism is posited not neadfy as resultant of the
technology deployed but rather as a facade thaa ligs of its own. For example, the
core technologies of the building industry evenmnost public and private projects
have not undergone major transformation in pastdieor so. The technology of
brick, cement and steel are nothing to the new trgutdowever, what we are
witnessing today is a certain projection of aestledf the external treatment of the
facade as symbolic of the larger technology oftthiéding?.

Technology Authorship

The technology authorship of the city has movedaduhe hand of the state and is
now held by private players in Indian cities. Thgue of authorship is important here.
At one level the captains of the industry have beged in as part of the think tank
to chart the future directions for the city andoatlse role of private developer is not
only that of an executer of projects but also equaatner in creating them. This has
led to a much efficient management of large-scatgepts with faster delivery and
seamless integration of various services but hasdasome serious questions about
the public good at large.

The role of the state now is increasingly gettieguced from being a provider-
facilitator (for technology as well) to one thatasprocess co-coordinator. Whereas
the number of urban projects for infrastructure imaseased many folds in the last
decade there has been no increase in the numipesitions for architects, planners,

% It is quite common to find conventional columnira RCC construction wrapped to materials like
aluminum cladding and steel ropes to give a veffedint impression.
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urban designers and engineers in the municipal#eeess the nation. The state has
almost accepted its inability to build and has outsed lots of aspects of the city
reconstruction and design process. This is unlikanyn other government
organizations like the Indian Railways, which haatively worked with the private
parties but have remained firmly in control of kdgcision-making and future
planning. At one level the state is playing out theture city’ card to its political
advantage and is totally dependent on varied mrigabups to draw up that image.
This is not to deny the fact that often many visiom the city are drawn up involving
different private groups like stand alone consufiamcademicians and at times
NGOs but in rather piece meal manner. There are rigorous systems
institutionalized to ensure the representationlioth@ interest groups in charting out
the vision for the city. In any case the visiortet@ents and planning intents do give a
very rosy and a balanced picture of the future thet reality on ground is often
something else.

The private developers and business houses arg letneasingly seen as the
technology torchbearer for the built environmentl drence, hold the key to the
future. The argument that business will begin svéethe city if not accorded a red
carpet is often a bluff that has been proved inmgtas across the globe (Sassen,
2006). Usually business houses are in the cityusecaf the immense benefit that the
city offers for many reasons and not just one. Gaie (and this is a global
phenomenon) will constantly try to take as much dbiénas possible for their
infrastructure and employees while negotiating wtte city municipalities. They
have no problems if gated enclaves are createdusehtheir infrastructure; a virtual
city in a city cut off from the remaining city aiyeét symbols for the masses!

Technology and Tradition; Binary Symbiotic

Parallel to the rise of technology, symbolism anespnce in the city has also been a
certain aesthetisation of the traditional and adjrpractices of the city. The rise of
the techno future kind of imagination has also tiedhe past being viewed now for
aesthetical reason and not as something of tedhsigiaficance. The past is being
re-imagined in a very different way in cities no@ities have wealth of material
practices of complex traditional and contemporagsteams like the idea of
sustainability and climatic response in old citybkes, the craft of metal work and its
relationship with cultural practices, and the drtmaking toys from waste to name a
few. It is everywhere; right from thdabba walaof Mumbai to the carpenters of
Gujarat to the masons in Himalayas, there is a hragtion of making that has
evolved with the people in the centre. These ti@ut are very much alive and are
constantly evolving. They involve great understagdiof people, economics,
materials, techniques and visual appeal. The cuemphasis of ‘hi-tech’ cities does
not consider these ‘other’ as worth serious praedbut rather a lame category under
heritage of India. Coupled with this and the faetttcities are essential sites for local
and international consumption, and look towardsisou to boast local economy, the
packaging of heritage traditions as museum is tderaof the day. In fact the recent
surge in heritage conservation in many cities isyvauch a result of providing
fodder for consumption of tourist rather than aforéfto genuinely understand the
past in either spirit or substance. The consermadiothe old city is becoming more
like an apology and business possibility rollesione!
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Chapter 2

The Idea of Space

The role and transformation of cities has been @dgminant concern in the
informational mode of economy (Castells, 2009).igSitnot only provide the
necessary environment for such a change but aladjust their own spatial
configurations. The study aims to understand thiaraaof such transformation both
from the perspective of the perception and mateudilre of cities due to the advent
of Internet related technologies. In some sense #&n analysis of two seemingly
contradictory situations together; ephemeral spHcthe digital with the fixed and
stable space of the cityAt the very outset it will become important fos to clarify
and discuss certain important concepts for defigihg

Cities present themselves as very important sitesy culture; sites that are at once
both the symbols and containers of a larger ciiion process. The question of
"what is a city?" is an interesting one to tackbe in this particular research. Our
understanding of the city itself will become an ormpant pre-condition for
understanding the relationship between the Inteéawdinologies and space. There has
been a sudden self-awareness within cities abeut ittentity and position, due to a
more autonomous structure of cities in India inldst decade or so. Most large cities
in India are presently engaged in an interestingqeuger of repositioning and re-
inventing itself for the ‘new world’. Many times cu efforts have often resulted in
projecting a uni-dimensional aspect of the citylsas a ‘global city’ or *hi-tech’ or
‘heritage city®. For the benefit of understanding the concept lé tnternet
technologies in context of the city, we need a ma@med and critical understanding
that comes from the perspective of socio-economijtiie and space.

What is a City?

The census of India uses fairly simple demograptniteria for deciding the
connotation of a settlement. A settlement with l|#sn 5000 people is a village,
more than that a town and so on. But this is theiadtrative definition of the
settlement, which is not of much interest here ras ghould look for a more cultural
and socially relevant term. For example, if on¢hef census designated village with a
population of 4999 were to have a family givingtiito twins late during the night,
the place will still be a village the next daywil never be called as a town from that
day! We will need a more rooted definition so that understand and relate to in
terms of our experiential perspective. Physicat sind its shape have often defined
the settlement. Whereas it might be true of mangsi(that they happen to be of
fairly large size), these spatial criteria might be enough to understand the basis of
the city. The city is something, which demandsa$obk beyond number, area and

® Here | am deliberately putting together the Interaed the City as two opposite realms and will
elaborate on the intertwined nature of both lateh&section on Imagination.

* The origins of such self-awareness amongst citieisita citizens can be traced back to post libeatibn
condition of Indian economy where as part of theicdtiral reforms, cities more or less were made
responsible for generating their own resources.
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shape. Spiro Kostof in his seminal work articulatieel conditions of a city as a place
that allowed for energized crowding, innovation,daspecialization and is
characterized by a boundary (physical or non-playgiteadership and bureaucracy
of some sorts (Kostof, 1993). This is a ratherregéng definition of a city that
argues for a more cultural and social parameterBetdaken into account. Lewis
Mumford has looked at the economic and social kasimderstand cities as places of
surplus, human mechanization and leadership thatr@ands the same (Mumford,
1961). The surplus that the river valley owns wedkected in the form of granaries in
the main precinct as storage places for the resaaran agricultural economy.

The concept of ‘granary’ as the storehouse of conityasset is an important one to
consider. The expression of such storage can bereéixplicit (as seen during the river
valley agricultural civilization of Egypt, Mesopaotga and Indus in the form of granaries
in the precinct) or rather implicit (during the medal period dominated by both
agriculture and trade) in the form of town hall, rkats and universities. The vast state
archive, banks and museums were perhaps the mtdeanaries’ of the post-industrial
modern cities. Together these building programstaioed with them the memories of
the past, the currency of the present and the glfeslthe future.

A settlement with its houses, streets, public bngd and markets, etc., is the stage
for complex social, economic and political negatias. It is the arena where
individuals and groups are constantly engaged mrtely, modifying and testing
ideas of production in material or non-materiaisr It is the place, where people
with different skills, varied cultural backgroundad divergent belief systems come
together to forge a common identity and yet retgjnsomething of their own
connecting them back to their roots. This milieudifferent people, contradictory
systems and varied aspirations creates a statenstant negotiations and flux that
gives rise to the ingenuity of a city; be it atiterature, engineering, performance or
governance. So city is really about a set of refetinip that show immense complex
attributes of social and material culture in a tedispace.

A City of Collective Memory

The city and its material practices not only previdr space to conduct the daily
rituals of life but also connect us with the largepect of the human civilization itself
that are stuff of the collective belief. The roleen of the time becomes very
important as it gets symbolized in various mateaia non-material forms. The past
and the future both seem to collapse in the spatieocity. The built form (urban
design and architecture) is the container of thikective memories of the place.
Collective memory is a shared entity that gets &dnm both time and space (Boyer,
1996) and is an important condition for a ‘desiealsity environment; a city that has
subtle reference to time in the form of collectmemory.

A city perhaps is the site that not only producesamal practices to satisfy human
occupation and living but also does a lot more ttheat; it collapses the past in the
form of memories, mythologies or stories and shbe dream of a better future.
Cities in that sense seem to offer the site thaingges to connect us with the pride of
the human endeavours of the past and hope foutheef This is not to say villages
do not have similar aspects but cities collect emacentrate this aspect of time in a
limited space. This space and time descriptiorhefdity is an important one for the
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kind of research that is being attempted here. B4gethere is a need to look at issues
of architectural typology and spatial configuratigmorphology) of the city at
different scale we will also need to consider the aspect of iephysical in terms

of shared past and ideas specific to the placesélHescriptions are also the result of
the socio-cultural conditions of the city with itsique geographical landsc&pe

The characteristics of global cities and their mateculture have been posited as
ones that are ignorant or purposefully moving aviym the context of their
existence (geography, local culture, etc.) and tdeza more global and homogenized
one. For example, Lebanese restaurants, pubs phexlfoyers or sushi bars (in many
cities like New York, Mumbai and Shanghai) thatdadike irrespective of the city
they are housed, partly catering to the ‘networkérd are global nomads looking for
familiar spaces (Castells, 2009). Whereas this triightrue for select global cities
and their special white-collar districts that asstpf the information economy, there
has also been a contrary development in the forimeafhtened ‘self gaze’ of one’s
geographical surrounding due to Internet baseageaphic representation of cities,
forests and landscape.

Evolution of Indian Cities

The trajectory of urbanization in the last 60 yearso has been unique and should
not be directly compared with experiences in thetem world. It is also important to
single out this distinction, as any discourse diorimation technologies and space
should be in the context of the city developmenthis region. The Indian cities in
the last few decades have undergone major stagegohftions. Many Indian cities
today are repository of layers of the past whidhistvery much part of the present.
The British colonial built form such as post offigeoungalows, mall road§adar
Bazaarand the military cantonment are to be found in ynaities of India such as
Delhi, Chennai, Mumbai, Bangalore, Pune, Lucknovanpur, Varanasi, Kolkota,
Almora and Shimla to name a few. The colonial spanelndia were marked by a
range of institutional and urban typologies and s part and parcel of our urban
consciousness and imagination. With its strongeo@ation with the state and old
power structure these spaces do tend to reflecréfationshipin the society; that of
the state (bureaucracy and political heads) wighgéneral population that inhabits
the other spaces.

The old cities (of pre-British origin) continue fianction as important residential and
market places, often right in the heart of the witth its proximity to railway stations
and other natural advantages. For example, theiblcdbf Ahmedabad, which has a
population of five million, continues to serve asvary important market of the
region. This is true for most old cities in India #hey continue to host vital urban

® By scales | mean from a community open space tsihg cluster to city level public place to trangpo
nodes, etc.

® | am deliberately putting the word geography t@klish the contextual basis to any city. To say tha
city form and shape and the culture it supportgeiry much result of the context of its geographlye T
other way could be to say that landscape is not prdyiding a condition for cultural evolution busa
shape the nature of it30/01/11 10.BM.

’ For example most circuit houses in India have tmeh during the British period and continue tesshthe
heads of various government organs.
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function of wholesale trade in most cases and ofétail, apart from community
housing. Many old cities have transformed in teahtheir architectural characters or
land-use but they have never been abandoned ia.I@me of the indicators of the
vitality of the old cities is the participation @k residents in local politics. These
places continue to be the political hotbeds of ribgion for both ideological and
cultural reasons. The old parts still function las thearth’ for the city. For example,
the election wards of Chandni Chowk in Old Delhikdradia in Old Ahmedabad
continue to capture the imagination of the commam rand attention of the political
parties as special trophies and it is also theesf@arcsettling identities of caste and
religion.

The modern urban planning was marked by iconic \aali-crafted project of new
cities like Chandigarh by Le Corbusier, Vidyadhaagdr by B V Doshi, New
Mumbai by CIDCO, to name a few. Apart from new talpor other town projects the
international modern movement in architecture armhm design began to influence
the built fabric in India as well. The Nehruviareas of a new modern and secular
nation propelled many projects of spatial transfation in India. The civil hospitals,
universities, new market places, residential sectmnema halls, research centres and
others were very much a result of the thrust fodemo institutions in the 50's right
till the 70's (Bhatt and Scriver, 1990). In factstl35 year period was marked by
unprecedented building activity in India not onfyterms of its volume but also the
sheer variety of building typologies all across lgegth and breadth of the country.

Over the last two decades as Indian cities areugitbdtransformed to service sector
based economies, development in urban areas cahavacterized by broadly two
phenomenon’: one is the private sector participatio commercial and housing
sector marked by reluctance of the local bodiesadtually build and two, the
emphasis on large infrastructure development pt®jecthe city. The result of this
massive dependence on private sector for urbaria@went is mixed. At one level it
not only led to higher housing ownership for lasgetions of the lower and middle
income group but also led to the mushrooming @fdagated communities of both the
housing and work environment in many metro citigsctfically catering to the upper
section of the society leading to more segmentsdnedrphology. Stratification of
living areas have always existed in Indian cities;it by caste, religion or economic
reason (smaller quarters but with shared amenibigispnly this time it is water-tight,
stark and massive almost like another city. Nopssingly these gated communities
are designed around families with disposal incoares car ownership; modeled on
examples of worst of depressing American suburlvamgl At the same time massive
urban re-structuring efforts are underway to esaliytnake our cities more efficient
and ‘world class’. The vision for such city devatognt has almost always been
towards massive investments on roads, flyoverssandces in order to make the city
more efficient. China has always been an aspiratiodel and about always cited by
real estate player that now has a huge influencéthéndecision making process
(Avasthi, 2009). Unfortunately many of these efdnaive also been directed towards
creating spaces that support private car ownershpe privatized areas of recreation
and consumption made possible by massive tax haliftar multiplexes and malls,

® The trend has been of restructuring based on ferpraial center and residual periphery
phenomenon. More on this is discussed in the chapt&ansformation.
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and beautification in the form of plantation drivaesd few parks with statues of some
departed leader to maintain a high moral ground.

However, what is more contradictory and interestmghat individuals and small
groups still continue to appropriate spaces anctegret them either in public and
private and make our cities softer and more livalblee informal markets, small tea
shops, tiffin services, cobbler, newspaper stallthe barber in the shack continue to
provide valuable service to the citizens ensurimyarhumane and safe streets. This
situation is not very different from what has bgaofessed by writers like Jane
Jacobs as a reaction against the top down mastengdl American blocks (Jacobs,
2002). The government is also beginning to recagtie rights of the hawkers and
certain news Acts have been introduced to prokesit tights.

This informality has been responsible for the grgatlition of public streets in India,
which is very different from the cities of the Weéaligious festivals, political rallies ,
marriages and funeral processions, all these itlllads of the city are orchestrated in the
streets.

There are many instances where smaller municipslitave used immense common
sense and the city development processes havdahespiterest of all the sections of
the society while drafting new plans and policies the larger cities today are under
tremendous stress of developing faster than the sy are competing for
investment of the private capital. Whereas we wlibcuss the issue of urban
restructuring in greater detail it might be apatso discuss some fundamental aspects
of the space in Indian cities.

Concept of Space in Indian Cities

The ephemeral nature of the digital space and thetipes that produces it becomes
an interesting aspect to be considered from thepeetive of both time and space in a
city. The city as a product is both in imaginatiand substance. But here we are
particularly curious about the imagination and ptgismanifestation of space, which
Is specific to the place; that of Indian cities. &othe outset let me articulate the
characteristic of cities, which can be attributedd beeing specific to India but not
necessarily exclusive to it alone and these ardimied to old towns in India alofie
"There is no outer space without inner space" (Rann1995). This is a statement
that can aptly summarize the concept of space enctimtext of the Indian sub-
continent. This is the Hindu philosophical positiasile understanding the space
around us. The space around us exists and getessgor in relationship with the
inner self. The space then is rather invoked wahigipation of the self. This is an
important conceptual account for two reasons; d@nestablishes a need to study
space with respect to the meaning that have beenmomally attached (the
collectives selves) and two, the nature of invawabtf space needs to be understood
further as it has some parallels with the naturereftion of space within digital
networks.

® The continuity of old and new is very strong in tiese of Indian cities. At the surface and at aiaipat
level the two seem to be very different but the reatf interpretation, appropriation and the measiitigat
get attached to the space are not very different.
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The idea of space that is necessarily transientery much rooted in the Indian
traditions and supported by religious cultural fpiceEs over a long period of time. Let
me try and illustrate this idea further.

Ramanath Sahai had by now squinted his eyes so thatcall he saw was smoke and the
fire below. Being the eldest in the house, and gdasitting closest to the prayer altar
had its disadvantages. By now his eyes itched antbhbld barely read the Sanskrit book
of Vedic mantras in his hands, but somehow it viieays satisfying. "The smoke not only
cures small ailments it also purifies your soulg ¢ould still remember these words of
his mother. Somehow whenever he performed the Hawamagined his long departed
mother sitting beside him. This was a very satigfyime for him and these days he was
always looking for opportunities to do the pooj&stivals, birthdays or exams of
children. Somehow it was not just about the Vedamtra and their meanings (the
worship of nature and God) but rather a connectioith his past and his childhood
memories of his mother, five brothers and threegssitting together in the brick paved
courtyard of their ancestral Lakhmipur house foclsihavans. Ramanath threw the cold
water from the pot in four different directions rkiug the cardinal direction first. He
then marks an imaginary square around the havardlamd recites the gayatri mantra
that invokes God to come in the space. The sindthrwater is used to mark the four
sides of the altar with the swastic sign. The pligceow marked and the central space is
now purified and marked as a square. This is thedgant that is also created in mind of
the person sitting around. He indicates to his repho take his feet away from this
space as now this is the space that is invokedh®mpurpose of the pooja. This is the
ritual that is repeated many times of the year.

Space is invoked or created for a period of time then it disappears. The space that
is created is marked by symbols, has a certainl ft#l occupation and takes an
important position in the mind of the person thattigipates in it. Imagination of
space is important, as without the same you capeateive it. For someone not
familiar with the ceremony, the space just doesem@dt. So the concept of space here
is temporary and fast changing. The same placenbesahe children's play area the
very next day. This ephemeral aspect of space @nunagination is an important
consideration while studying Indian cities. These @ot concepts of space that are
limited to special sacred sites and building in ¢itg but rather are embodied in the
ordinary domestic spaces, street corners (durisiiyfds), open spaces (marriages) in
the city. The use of open spaces like a road candroperchowk(cross roads) for
secular and religious activities is very much féaiéd by the gesture of first marking
and then invoking of space through small ritualscwmow becomes conducive for
such use. This ephemeral idea of space has infidethe characteristic of built form
in cities in India.

Multiplicity

Indian cities are characterized by multiple intetption of the same space. A plinth
below the tree becomes the place to socialize enmibrning, to gamble in the day
and a refuge for the homeless in the night. Theptttb is used for walking, selling
nimbu paniand discuss politics. Thatla (semi covered verandah) of the house may
be used by a passing tired traveler to rest foleyliy ladies to gossip and by old
persons to sit and watch the world go by.

Multiplicity is the essential characteristic of thgublic places in India and strict
modernist labeling of spaces (like commercial, destial and recreational) works in
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exact opposition to this fluid attitude. It is ratrprising that a lot of effort that went into
creating modern cities in India while using a magitan for zoning or creating "parks
and gardens" has not really succeeded in the Indiamtext and has only added to the
abuse and safety concerns in such spaces.

Signs

This is perhaps not something unique to India,itopérhaps takes a specific form in
the sub-continent. The conscious or sub-conscigsesofl signifiers as indicative of
the nature and value of the place seems to betemegohenomenon in Indian cities.
The route taken by th&ath Yatraor the Tajiya procession is also a marker of
territory and forms a notion of space that it cgvdihe markers are sometimes in the
form of symbolic artifacts like the shrine near thege old tree, théulsi tree in the
courtyards of the religious places or the tombdessthe road. These are symbols of
the faith and practices of the community within thiy and important devices that
carry the memory of the past. This attitude isiedrforward in secular gestures as
well; the water spout at the (cross roads), thetiplbelow the tree where the old
gather, the steps leading down to the water baahesup to the town hall. These are
just some of the examples of urban situations tt@inote the sense of the
community, nature, activities or official urban ations. Cities are formed by these
symbols. Many times these symbols due to theirigpeonfiguration become the
generator or influencer of the nature of built foamound them apart from carrying
immense memory of the place and collective beliéfs is to say that a lot of what
we know of typical Indian cities with bustling b@zaon street activities and variety
of expression contains these places of symboligeval

Order in Explicit Chaos

The Indian cities on the surface appear to beibgstith chaotic conditions and to a
western mind seem to be a collage of seeminglyadsge objects, people and their
activities.

Ask a person working in one of the establishmemthe streets about their business and
you will be amazed by the sophisticated and elakosgstem of personnel's, their roles
and relationships that support their businesses.

The intricate or refined order that supports esgghbients and processes to take place
need not necessarily get reflected or expresseaudbly explicitly (or in expected
form) in the built form. The apparent messinesamfindian bazaar should not be
mistaken with disorder. On the contrary here isirdrerent order that allows for
freedom of interpretation at the grass roots. Tiiterpretation of the whole in a part
by an individual or community (meaning participatio the design process) is a very
important component for public places in India. Tdesign and its execution is an
absolutely bottom up (grass roots) phenomenon wnglthe people using it. The
bazaar, the temple complex (not so much Jain tentptaigh) the housing clusters in
traditional Indian citie¥ are examples of such a phenomenon. Together manty s
individual expressions at the level of the houseth@ shop give a sense of a
collective whole and order. The order is not diseaxpressed by geometrical

% This phenomenon is most prominently expresseddier @ities of India but it continues to influence
the appropriation of modern cities as well includihg so-called global metros.
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clarification but there is an element of repetitioh certain patterns (like scales,
colour and material) that gives the place a haromsense.

It is very apparent that the idea of space is meictly visual or only Cartesian. The
meanings and processes attached to the physiceg $pdhe one that gives us the
clearer definition of it or the space is definedldmth the physical and non-physical
attributes. Moreover, the definition is finally aehed by bottom up processes of
expressions in a larger ord&o the space itself is as ephemeral or temporal as
time or memories. It is created and destroyed by the collective willthe people
who use and traverse it.

The Anxiety of the Western Cities — Blade Runner

Blade Runner has been hailed as a landmark mowegopnding the idea of cyber-
cultures and has been a popular study for undefistguthe conceptual frames around
issues of cyber communities and networks. BladenBuportrays a world of future
(New York 2019), where ICT plays a major role imming of the city and services.
Revisiting the movie from the aim of understandiagger issues of portrayal and
conceptions of space may help us in understantmgarameters of this study better.
The portrayal of the city and its spaces in the imaoveeds further examination here.
The fact that city is imagined as an agglomeratibhigh rise structures that are cold,
faceless and impersonal is one image that is shdwing the long shots that
introduce us to the setting of the place. Theseactires are also the ones that are
made of "new age" material and their design languagsembling mechanical
engineering objects and less like the building wevk

The juxtaposing of the physical messiness (in raoshes of the city spaces) with an
advanced and networked information technologyrsoacurring theme in the movie.
In some sense the messiness is a counter or thepposite of the existing order of
classical or modern metropolis of the western wondh its organized and
geometrically clarified spaces; thereby questionihg very basis of cities in a
changed world where perhaps the modes of produat®mot the same anymore. But
apart from these generic images there are porgayfatwo conditions of space that
need further attention.

The Abandoned Cityscape

Humanity it seems, has undergone some massiveamaggion and certain painful
displacements and that is why the repeating patsagf abandoned buildings and
hollowed out public. This condition of space sed¢mbe consistent with the fear and
dismay at the loss of the public place and theieigsion in the form of private malls
and entertainment districts that many Americaresitivere experiencing during the
late 70's and 80's. The loss of the city centresinpublic life had dominated the
discourses on cities and citizenship in the westesrld during that period. People
advocating an alternate development paradigm wis@isking alternate voices on
issues of environment, community, women and the loldome sense the hallowed
and abandoned spaces of Blade Runner portray #ireofethe modern capitalist
towns of the west.
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Figure 7. Blade Runn- The Abandoned Cit

The Order in a Messy Street

The street scenes in the movie have an extremeaanAsspiration in the form of life,
commerce and conversations. The street is fullemfpfe, restaurant and a place to
meet and connect. The similarities with Asian sg@ge un-mistakable. By choosing
to portray the traditional Asian street life in i@uation of the future the creator is
perhaps asking some interesting and provocativestiques; what the meaning of
culture of a place is, and how it will get relochtend transplanted in a different
geographical context. The fear of the Japanese apiep taking over the American
economy has been part of the psyche of average iéamesince the 80's when
companies such as Toyota and Mitsubishi startedirdmg the American market.
And two, does the Asian life on street with appadaos on surface hold together a
very well organized spatial structure due to largerhigher invisible order? The
movie seems to suggest towards an implicit ordethen street unlike the explicit
physical one that exists in most modern westelirsciit imagines a city where the
known order of city planning and design is no meaid and a new order of space,
one that is networked, ephemeral and made by pesiplely takes over the city.
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Figure 8. The street full of people with visual disorder

Blade Runner raises some important questions regpatide idea of an imagined city
in the new networked economy. The anxiety and egpees of post-war cities of the
west has informed the new imagination of space uitegan extent. This is also
posited against the Asian cities which are seequéte the opposite and having a
more implicit expression of its structuring ord€he lack of visual coherent structure
that the movies projects in the scenes is perhapadication of dominance of the

virtual space over the physical; one not very défe from traditional Indian cities

where the space of belief and social structurares dominates the city.

3. The Imagination

City is lived in but also imagined. Representatainthe city and its part play an
important role in shaping the imagination. The imagon is one that often collapses
the past with present and future. The perceptiothefcity is as much mediated by
the collective imagination (as well as individuaddarpretation of the same) as by our
experience of the space itself. Mass media, lieeatadvertisements and other
cultural production work are constantly creatingrsarios, situations and encounters
that connote space. The role of collective imagama¢not fantasy) as a condition of
the world in digital medium is an important onectinsider while analyzing a city at
large or its public places. Imagination of massas the potential to create change
and feedback into action (Appadurai, 2008) and éetite material production of
societies.
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The constant and at times wave like flow of infotimat" is always working upon us
and informing the imagination of our space but adisee. The idea of annihilation of
space by time has been suggested as a conce@uawork to understand the
space-time relationship in the network economy {€lss 2009). This condition has
also been described as one of perpetual preseme e future comes instantly and
past can be recalled instantly as sound bites,(B@ll4). What do such changes mean
to the imagination of our space and also how wilfeed back to the material
production in space? This process of imaginatiahienreverse loop feedback to the
material production in the city needs to be undedtetter from the specific context
of the Internet in India. Unlike mass media or otfems of communication or
creative production, the Internet now offers auattecosystem (new environment) in
which image moves, builds and transforms in a \different manner and has a
distinctive form of existence.

The concept of myth becomes an important paralkse.h Myths, a collective
representation in a society has been seen as arsion of the social and cultural
world into the natural or matter of course idedha lived in reality (Barthes, 1989).
The structure of the myth is a part of the imagorabf cities and sometimes even in
places (like places of religious significance). Bere is a tenacious relationship
between the collective representation (myth) anteria reality of space in the form
of certain symbolic artifacts. Temple is a direxample of such a material anchor of
mythology-mediated imagination. Similarly, theree anther non-formal signs in
Indian cities like the thread around the banyaa,ttketilak on the door step or the
religious objects on the cross roads are indicativether spatial engagement of the
myths within the city. The imagination is truly tdtive and the spatial gestures have
evolved over many years.

What parallels do we see here with the digital spac

The answer will have to lie in the relationshiptioé built form with imagination and
symbolism. The representation of the city beconmesrgortant area of concern here
and has been explored from the point of view ofhistorical trajectories to the
present condition.

The Internet has for the first time offered an wgedented medium for visual
communication available to a large section of thaety.

You can see it all; the tigers of the Sundervams,lieaches of Brazil, the tea house in
Kyoto or the colonial Parliament building in New Ibie All can be called upon within
microseconds in the computer screen in front of. Weaur mind transposes from one
climate to another and from one geography of spau culture to another. The place
itself is not important and after a while the imatpemselves become the place. The
brightly lit beaches, the samba dancers, the skatéhe Central Park or the coffee shop
are full of office crowd. The city is only a piegkinformation that is attached to these
images because the image is the city.

The images bounce continuously with tags, commekdggwords and are being
constantly reinterpreted in the cyberspace. Theyenitom people who created it to
ones who know the place to ones who express theierstanding of the situation. It

" Wave like because often during crisis and emeiigeribe flow and imagination of cities get heigtete.
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may not be there the next time and it might be atyrother places. By virtue of its
mobility the image is an absolute counter to thgsptal space of city, which is
stable, constant, and not subject to rapid chadgeever, cities themselves are not
constant and undergo the rhythms of the daily Istodpeople, their activities and on
top of all the burden of past and dreams of thar&utThe spaces of the cities are
interpreted and transformed throughout the dayraght leading to the feel of the
‘city’. The images of cities are about always rafeg to the ephemeral aspects of the
city; the life, people, their rituals and their gence. They are portraying a life as
staged in cities rather than the space of theitsgif. The space is incidental and
forms a backdrop. The images of the cities on tikerhet are not only of space itself
even though they might pretend to be so, but thpeople and their stories as staged
in the city”>. These images are never a dry documentation afespat of life; as
observed personally by the viewer. The images #rennot mere reflections of the
city but rather its interpretations. Hence, thesages become very important, as they
not only document the space but also carry witmtmeessages and stories of the
city. The imagery of cities in cyberspace is mouifyour imagination. The images
that float around the Internet are the fiction tfesids the mind of the viewers. They
are fiction because they promise, cajole, diredtartimes warn about the place. The
fiction, which is contextual to the place, is ayw@nportant component of existence
of any city life. The aspect of the fiction of e has been further understood by
examples of street poster.

City in Posters

Representation of space in various mediums wapefial interest here, as it reveals
a lot about our cities, both in terms of what phg8ly exists and what gets imagined.
The aim was to capture the ideas of such represmmaboth in popular as well as
classical mediums. The search started with thepaltl of Ahmedabad, which is the
centre of trade and commerce for not only the loityyalso the region at large. Unlike
earlier, the notebooks these days are full of ilhtgns in the front and back cover.
The bullet trains of Japan superimposed on theeEttiwer of Paris, the natural
environment and the deer chewing grass in strarfg®ian, the view of the
skyscraper of Singapore or a globe with a tree op #are all seemingly
inconsequential images on textbooks these days.

The cheaply printed bright coloured wall postere a wonderful reflection of our
society and by virtue of their content and havea-mdian appeal. Salman Khan soaked
in blood, Katrina Kaif with pouted lips, the soliyarural lady sitting below a pine tree
with her head down and singing "When will you cdmek my love", an idyllic rural
street with bullock carts or the view of fort areeMumbai are some such illustrations
on these posters.

The Binary

The yearning for nature or an apparent moral gieestome kind of a harmony seems
to be a prevailing attitude in a lot of the poputapresentation. The intensity of
development is often proportionate to the 'prestiees’ of the nature that surrounds
it. Development is seen as a clean activity in e of nature! But on further
examination one observes a consistent effort ttapose nature and city life in a

2 The images of purely space would then be the ohéschnical representation of the built form oé th
city. Usually pictures of city or towns are alwaysraéing a story.
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binary relationship. Even though mixed up togetbesuggest a kind of romantic co-
existence, the treatment makes it obviously asdifferent realms. The imagination
of cities and nature as two different realms isimportant concept and will be
explored further in the section on miniature paigs.

hlue g hird

A Blue Bird Product

Figure 9 Development in the lap of Nature

The Surreal Context

A large number of posters had an interesting celldigit somehow brought together
picturesque images of iconic building from aroume tworld in a kind of new

juxtapositions. Authenticity does not matter, navedl context as long as it is
reflective of the ‘developed’ countries. Iconic loimgs like the Eiffel Tower, Sydney

Opera House or Mumbai VT terminal capture the imagon of the people as
symbols of human habitation. But what is more inyair is the fact that these
symbols almost purposefully are far removed frora tontext in which they are
produced and consumed. This is interesting as éyittue of its cultural, spatial and
contextual differences, the representations hawdream or unreal aspect to its
existence.
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Figure 10. The made up context
This feeling of disconnect and the unreal is img@atrin this form of representation as it floats as
an imagination that should never ever come anywludmee to reality; a space which is so
fictitious that it hardy needs to connect at altwthe physical world.

Similarly, many posters tried to portray the romamd the rural life of India. The
lady waiting for her lover, the village hut and thellock cart drawn not as a reality
but as symbols, juxtaposed to remind its viewees tiitues of rural living. The
caricatured symbols of rural life that are shownthese illustrations elevate the
production into a fictional and surreal space thdiar removed from cities where it is
consumed and also very different from the vasteniabd of the country that they
pretend to represent. The surreal or fictitiousireabf representation seems to be an
important aspect of imagination of space.

Figure 11. The romance of the rural
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City in Paintings

It becomes evident that the juxtaposing of differenntexts in one fictitious
representation in street posters is an importaeh@menon that aims at lifting the
present state of imagination to a different levdieveby creating a condition far
removed from the context of its production butl stdry much part of us. Miniature
paintings of various schools within India (RajasthKangra and Madhubani) have
been an important documentation on the life an@giwf the place and its people. As
samples the different Rajasthani Miniature traditibas been further studied to
understand issues around representation of the city

Imagined Geometry

Cities are represented through use of geometryammade system to organize and
visualize the surroundings. Geometry becomes tlsés lia attain clarity. With the
absence of perspective, the use of geometry becemagsmore creative and division
of paintings into various planes allows immenseat&n of expressions. But part of
the city like streets, sidewalks, palaces, and &®uare all neatly placed in
geometrical orthogonal planes. The character ofsihece is then attained not by
photographic representation but juxtaposing anffistpiof planes.

The reliance of geometry for creation of the imageot only utilitarian but symbolic as
well. It is in fact a statement on how people peeé¢he city and the surrounding nature.
Geometry complements what is missing in naturaséalorder that is predictable and
symbolic of the human will in face of harsh unfangg surroundings.

Thus, the creative play of planes creates a senfiesion, mystery and spontaneity

usually associated with Indian cities. These pag#iare a good example of the
language of expression that captures the spirithefplace from both spatial and
cultural perspective. How does the digital spaceliate our imagination of cities?

Does it deploy the binary of nature and cities oegslit create a new language of
representation?

Figure 12 City asa clarified geometry
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City as the Viewpoint to Nature

It becomes very obvious, while pouring throughetiéint painting styles of India that

city and nature were posited in a binary relatigmsNature is the antithesis to the
city. Nature was wild with dense forests, dark deuwater and animals whereas
citizens organized cities. Nature was also the mpidor forays by men and their army
or the ascetic but they all came back to the Sty.city was the refuge for mankind

and its civilization. Nature was wild, rich and @lsinpredictable. Still there are

patterns in nature that humans understand; the sval/¢he water, the vegetation

cover of the trees, the dance of the rains andscitiere the viewpoints from where
nature that exists outside were seen. The dichotointlge city and the surrounding

forms the backdrop of most visual expression dgakith the space.

It is very clear that cities are not only seenasnfl productions using man invented
system (technologies) of built form but are alse Hantage points to view nature.
Natural environment is essentially understood asajposed in binary to cities. This
creates an imagination of perfect world in the rreddf the wider wild space of

nature. The idea of an imagination or quest tow#rdsheavenly cities’ is very much

expressed through such expressions (Bell, 2004).

w’“‘

Figure 13 City as viewpoint of nature

Body, Space and Image

The use of maps through the Internet websites éas a many fold increase in
recent times. With availability of satellite infoation to anyone through various
digital technologies we are witnessing a sea chamgbe manner in which our
space (cities, countryside and landscape) is bgazgd upon. This is an important

Page | 33



time historically, as it has the potential to fundantally alter our imagination of
space; right from the scale of a country to oughkeourhood block.

"The estuaries that flirt with the land mass befthvey finally perish in the vast deep
blue ocean beyond were perfect in their shape aadeg And you know what; from

top it appears like a surreal landscape that isrestive and peaceful, almost heaven.
The countryside is actually very beautiful". A ramd conversation between two
persons discovering the joys of seeing our existémough Google Earth!

The Internet today is perhaps right in the middiswech mediation of the city and
people. The Google maps, satellite imagery, roagdsmalace markers, are leading
to a re-imagination of our own environment.

Geography is sensed and lived in

As a child growing up in a not so small town of &dBhailendra and his group of
friends swore allegiance of silence and if needeckd when it came to their weekend
forays outside the city; a swim in the river Chaif@de swim was a big no-no for
kids, as stories of people being washed away insttang current of the merciless
river that had steep banks, were drilled into evpotentially aberrant child of the
town. If not the force of the water it definitelsgchto be the crocodiles that wait for
days together, at the dark bottom of the river ot one sweet sound of a child
swimming above. After that it is only gore and bloBut Shailendra and his friends
could not resist the temptation of a good swimhia tool water. He often boasted
about his dives and his long swims and that heaavocodile come his way but swam
faster than that wretched creature. And sometintingua leisurely mood as he and
his friends sat on the banks of the river, smoKihgrminar with the Chambal swiftly
passing below, he spoke about his dream of leatiisgsmall city of aunts, cousins,
family festivals, marriage, river and crocodile fibre ‘big city’; the city of lights, new
friends and endless possibilities. This is how hdeustood his city; small, protective
and the big river on its periphery. The city wasnpact, the river dangerous, the
slopes of the city lead to a valley which had rlmit soft soil; not so perfect for
foundations of buildings but great for mango ordmeaithey frequented last summer.
The orchards were owned by the Garasia's, the lawting class of the villages
around, and they made good money. They could meffrytheir daughters to
neighbouring villages and throw a lavish dinner tbe community. Not bad at all, he
thought considering the fact that this communitgl Benall land holding and almost no
access to credit. Further, downstream the villageese much richer. The Patidar
community here had access to capital from their eatral assets and strong
community networks as they used the river waterirftanse irrigation; they grew
basmati rice, export quality very much ‘Made iniaidTheir sons studied in boarding
school at Mt. Abu and would often show-off theger® shopping booty from Mumbai
or Delhi. Enough land and plenty of water can dawders he thought!

The boy in the above story understood the geograghyuch as he understood the
economic processes that are associated with ldreagricultural modes, as linked to
the geography of land are as common a knowledgbeai®ct that one has to remove
slippers before entering the temple premise. Theggghical understanding of a
place or region is necessarily one of soil, surfd@@nage, river, canals and how it
impacts building and agriculture activity. This trsie for most souls of the large
number of villages and towns of India. Land is ustld through immediate
examples that affect and lets us understand thectste of space around; the
relationship of land, its water bodies, forests,gtoduce, livestock, agriculture and
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people. It is this web of relationships that pr@dadhe primary reading of landscape
— a reading emerging from survival and dreams —umaherstanding that is bodily
and involves all senses.

Story 2: Geography is contested

The push and the subsequent fall was bad, consgléne fact that it was only supposed
to be a friendly game of football with the boysrirthe municipal school. Pyjama chhap,
that's what Ajay used to call these boys. Ajayeeknwvere badly bruised, something he
had got used to since he joined the school foottesin. But the injuries and the
resultant bandage were in fact trophies he did moind showing off in his
neighbourhood. Sweet pain eh! But today his enesunith the boys from Municipal
School No-32, Kandivalle in the football match lefm a bit shaken. There was
something about that push, something strange ireyles of the boys who did him in. No
apology, no shake of hands but a brutal look akat bunch might kill him if he come
anywhere close to them. Ignoring the skirmishessdan carried out with his show of
bandages in the knee and slight limp in schooly@cil John Travalto one". And life
goes on. A daily ritual of updating the Facebookfie, completing the homework,
sourcing the ‘ultimate porn’, avoiding dad, recharg the sim and football practice. Life
rolled on till the day Ajay was again confrontediwihe same pyjama chaap kids of the
municipal school. This time it was beyond the secwf his school compound in the
market street exposed to the elements. The satgydabk and menacing stare. He tried
to smile but before he could realize the one incéatre with a dark face and curly hair
shouted "mat*er**od bahut sh**na ho gaya hai tu" dther f**er you have become too
smart these days). Now this one was a pure godgay was stumped, confused and
more than anything else he was sweating with f4ry me and why here in full public
view. But...but what is the matter boss, he said®d is very clear, said the other one
with a squint eye; your dad is behind evictionved shops, one house, three families and
four dogs. You assholes have brought these fandistreet because your dad brought
the municipal bulldozers to clear the plot in fraifthis clinic so that he can plant trees
and have a nice parking for his clients. Now th&sweavy... very heavy. Ajay just could
not fathom why it had to be him. And... and whahishat piece of land anyways. A
large neem tree, dusty rough surface, some shamtyaanullah flowing with the exposed
water pipe.

The encounter lasted a few seconds but it was thiras He ran to the comfort of his
house and immediately asked for hot masala ma@jiesweet home; it felt so good to
curl up on the couch, switch the channels of tHevision, check the emails; all so
personalized and predictable. He wanted all theilfancomforts that day.

The protagonist in the above story soon outgrew itteddent and went about
planning his daily inactions, weekly bunks and stmaal dates. But that incident
also changed him. He had a keener eye now, for ®etising trouble and also to
things around him that he earlier had failed taagotHe understood how the rivulet
that flows from theghatsto the sea, actually is the lifeline of some twethiousand
families that stay there with their dogs, cats,psh@cooters and some even cars. He
knew that the mangroves of the city are now pietetrophy used by the
environmentalist to rally for protection and sttye tinternational airport project. He
knew how the Mumbai floods were actually man-made sabsequent corrupt
municipal officers choose to ignore the fundamentdltopography and water. That
is how he learned about the geography of his é&ityn being absolutely ignorant
about his surroundings, he suddenly knew how riswas the space of conflict,
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emancipation, deceit, opportunity and corruptiome fractured geography of his city
told the story of survival and human relationshighand and water. This is how the
idea of the geography of place gets enshrined ist places in Indian cities.

The "Image from Top"

"The view of the earth from the moon fascinated m&mall disk, 2, 40,000 miles
away. It was hard to think that that little thingeld so many problems, so many
frustrations, raging nationalistic interests, faras) wars and pestilence don't show
from that distance."

Frank Borman, Astronaut aboard Apollo 8, 'A Scieitetion World—Awesome
Forlorn Beauty,' Life Magazine, January 19609.

The view of the earth from moon and satelliteshim late 50's and 60's contributed to
imagination of the planet as an artifact that i@knvulnerable and alone in space. It
fed a whole generation of activists, scientists aradlia to speak about the earth as a
unique place. The image of earth with its deep blugace, clouds and spots became
the single most important symbol that fueled thartseand minds of the generation
that questioned the development model of the westanrld. It attacked the core
values of modernity and growth that was drunk orhmelogy, performance and
confidence to master the elements of nature. Howyev¢he same time, it heralded a
very different way of reading space. Riding on gliewth of both print and visual
mediums it led to an explosion of imagery that sbowsod's view of earth— a
fantastic collage of calm blue oceans, neat forastsswirling clouds. The good old
map that existed in Geography- Il textbooks of sthi@vere so boring now; way too
abstract and almost a diagram.

The maps on the other hand were very differentalisypressions. It had these lines
where none existed — the straight lines of longifuthe dark red meridian, the
political boundary of nations and the dark circudae of the capital city. Maps are
often the statement of a certain processes of sphtEh may or may not express
visually. For example, the map showing the perteaponsumption of cereals in a
district may or may not manifest as a form. Ithe story of the people, their ability to
access food supplies, etc. The map is telling aystioat made you develop an
imagination of space. It requires an engagementevtiee spatial message is coded
and the viewer imagines a space from a certainagenpoint (for example, theme of
the map — political, tourist, housing typology, teadistribution, etc). But the view
from the top has often been perceived to be tHespegce; as it actually exists. Unlike
maps that are either surveyed or drawn, webskesGioogle Maps among others use
an "image from top" as a basic conceptual grourekfbore space.

The image of space below taken from top is imparfeam the point of view of
creating grounds for further information. The imapgeetends to be complete,
authentic, accurate and real. There is no podysilidr error. The cameras are special,
lens accurate, the satellite is state of art amditiage is updated. This portrayal
assumes that the visual image is the baselindy¢albe recognized. The image then
claims to be ‘the’ window to reality and becomes thediator between the person
and his/ her imagination of the surrounding spatdike maps wherein the first cut
documentation is a bodily involvement of people hwipace while conducting
physical surveys, it is the snap of the camerage ©f satellite images.
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Whereas it is common knowledge that ground physigaleys are way too accurate
in terms of their spatial dimensional charactersstihe ‘image from top’ is perceived
to be closer to reality. This raises interestinggjions from the point of view of our
understanding of space be it the forests, oceargssy countryside or cities. Will the
dependence on the image (satellite pictures) amdletivative maps that we are
witnessing through the Internet today for visualizispace lead to a viewer that is
satisfied with the ‘*happy’ image of his surroundifigDoes it mean that the visual
(image) becomes more important than the ‘procdss’it(processes of environment,
social or cultural) when imagining space? In stave the meanings attached to the
image limited now than before? So are we movingatow a more homogeneous
imagination of our space and its parts due to thdiation by same image through the
Internet? The forests are dense, the plantatioeengithe coastline smooth, the old
city organic and water bodies deep blue.

The elusive gover nment maps

The Survey of India office on the first floor of thanpath Office and Shopping Complex
is a curious location for an outlet distributing psof all the parts of India. Paritosh
Mukherjee had been going around the building for i@nutes to find the elusive office,
but like all things ‘Dilli’ and ‘sarkari’ ,you goto be a man to find it. When he asked the
person selling the ‘imported’shoes in the shop Wwelbe got a rude answer "age chalta
ban. yeh enquiry office nahi hai bhai". SomehowitBah was always reluctant to ask
directions in this city. Maybe it was his smalltate or perhaps his accented hindi he
picked while at Doon that made him stand out. Hewkbeing so self-conscious in this
big city doesn't help, but deep inside he fearedpilblic places and would rather prefer
the comfort of his office or his barsati in Great¢ailash. The pan stain in the stair was
a relief, and its aroma immediately alerted his ibrahat intuitively told him a
government department is very near.

"Aap kaha se aarehe hai?" (Where are you cominm®pasked the lady at the counter
wearing the red lipstick. Paritosh was about to &aath; the NGO where he was doing
his research project but some of his Delhi traintngk over and he said "Sir has asked
me to get some maps. | am doing research for theafment of Agriculture, Delhi
University". The red lipstick warmed up and gava lihe catalog of Maps. Wow! he said
to himself; he just crossed the first hurdle toateahe circle of bureaucratic trust. He
remembered how his local friend had once explathechine concentric circles of babus
trust that need to be crossed to reach the innerctsery of the Indian government
bureaucracy. He called it the Garba Graha (the gantof a Hindu temple), where all
the prayers are answered. Being a son of a LajmagaX contractor, he knew the value
of being in the center!

"They are out of print. If you need anything eléet me know?" said the thin
bespectacled man at the payment counter, who redihim of Ritwik Ghatag's film
characters. He sat behind the heavy wooden coumtérglass partition separating the
rowdy public from the sacred babus space. The esuwas the symbolic physical
manifestation of the eighth circle of trust. Thesgectacled babu looked surreal in the
inner circle; as if he had always been there, sihtdia became independent from the
British Raj. Piles of files behind him, ashtray ttemme as a gift from a Karol Bagh
stationary trader, the dak-dak of the fan above,ftiered sunlight from the concrete jali
exposing the dusty layer on the counter where &stnitstood trying to make sense of the
situation.
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The exercise was becoming frustrating now. The megpe either out of print, or out of
stock or restricted. Moreover, the clerk was gettmore and more irritated by him and
in a second snapped; "the Government is not makiags for you. Moreover, with the
security concern these days, do you think we itk @ll these to the terrorists on a
silver plate? Do you know these maps were meadwrdide British and Indian engineers
for years together and are some of the finest niapgbke world? Do you know that we
have details in 1: 5,000 where you spot the diffeeebetween a cow and a buffalo?
"These maps are restricted. Tell your departmenpfeeto write a letter to our director.
You cannot get these maps like this. Please comegh proper channel”

Maps as State Instrument

The issue of imagination of our cities is very mucakated to the legacy of
cartography in the country along with the shifttthv@ are witnessing in geographical
representation on the Internet.

The state is the proprietor of the ‘scientific’ dadthentic’ imagery of the space. It is
perceived to be so important and authentic thiat dienied to common citizens. The
accuracy of the documentation is in fact an impuartzondition that becomes the

reason why the state is perceived to be in thetipnsio decide future development,

present taxation and other policies applicableamous parcels of land. The claim to
scientific accuracy coupled with secrecy is a potammbination that a state perhaps
deploys to control space. Maps are the perfectumstnts of such control, not to

forget many others like census data, archaeologit@mation, geological data, etc.

Maps have traditionally been associated with thatestin the form of local
government bodies, its survey departments and tdaearms. The initial mapping
exercises in India for example were efforts as pathe larger objective to control
and rule over the colonized territory by the Eastid Company and then the British
Empire. The army of the East India Company caroat the first survey of India
during the eighteenth century. The survey itseléwlane under various categories
such as revenue survey, topographical survey aodoeac survey. The reliance on
the correct scientific methods for accuracy andcedpgere important considerations.
For example, the use of geodetic survey by Col@viiam Lambton while initiating
the "Great Trigonometric Survey of India". The Biit took extreme pride in their
work, as evident by the words of A. S Waugh, thev&y General of India, "This
magnificent Geodetic understanding, which at presemes extends from Cape of
Camorin to Tibet and from Meridian of Calcutta bat of Kashmir..."(Edney, 1997).
The survey amongst other activities of documentas in some sense concerned
with the efficient management and utilization dftak resources. This was also the
means by which the ‘native’ population was domiddieth at economic and cultural
realms. The idea of the superior western scienttliiture that is extremely accurate,
precise and understands the geography of a pladi&guhe uneducated locals) got
further reinforced in the process of surveying anaduction of maps. In the process
the rich history of the Indian traditions of geqguacal representation was perhaps
seen as inaccurate and not scientific enough. Tdher draditions of maps making
were perhaps almost forgotten and relegated togvaakd.
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Figure 14. Historic map showing water works at Sawai M adhavpur

The above image is a historic map of Sawai Madhawgta town indicating the
water management and engineering plans for the (@eke, 1989). Older maps
often represented the built form and also expriesscontext of its existence; the
mythological stories, the festivals, wars and imadi position of the town in the
regional geography of forest, animals and waterdsod

Interestingly enough the surveyed map of the Britiglia also became the basis of the
partition of India and Pakistan. In some senseaHgtrary line drawn on a piece of
map for the partition of India leading to displacem of some 12.5 million people and
perhaps a million deaths, demonstrates the powethef "scientifically measured
maps" in the hands of a few.

These maps are very different from the survey ntlagisthe British made in India.
Obviously the later is based on accurate groundeysr and hence, claim to be
true representation of the exact physical condjtamnit exists on the surface of the
land. The older maps on the other hand, almostyslw@d the story of the place,
its people and their belief systems.

Maps for National Identity

The British maps were part of the large legacyjdndceived apart from efficient
railways, post and telegraph, census and so onnais were important as they
were the tools for forging a new national idenaityone level, but also the tool to
reinforce cultural identity (especially languaghjough drawing up of new sate
boundaries. The map was the mediator of the imtgmaf our territory; "The
Indian subcontinent extends from the great high altyan mountains in the north,
seen here as green undulations to the tip of théhem coast of Kanyakumari
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where the three seas meets", as said by our sgeography teacher. The good old
map was the perfect companion of the children Haat to be taught about the
diversity of India, its flora, fauna, people aneithdistinct culture. We grew up

imagining a lot of India through these maps.

Apart from the fact that all the maps that wereilabée in the pre-Internet era had
similar visual quality (and seem to be the offsgriof the mother map), the

information of the map was essentially the functodrihe state. The state was the
surveyors’ authenticator and producer of these m#gsess to maps is not

necessarily the right of common citizens. The dtatethe right to refuse to general
public the sale of map of certain areas like rettd border zone till this date. The
state was central to the imagination of nation&{esand city spaces, which was
mediated through maps. More often than not, magsrbe the medium in the

hands of the state to ‘teach’ or orient the citzehindia the wonders of India, like

the uninterrupted Himalayan mountain ranges, hivigrs, Western Ghats and the
long coastline. Maps really were seen as imporntadns for maintaining national

identity and pride. Apart from their symbolic valoeps also had some practical
value for navigation and locating spots. The medihat carried this visual was

also varied but the image was more or less constdr& visual construct of the

map had many constants like use of lines, filladtanarks, natural and man-made
features to name a few.

Maps as Tool

Map as a tool to navigate in a city is a recentnpingenon for India. Use of map to
find a direction is essentially the result of thedarnist framework (emerging from
the developed western nations) where the indivitkithe center in the imagination
of the society and technologically advance infoiorathe key to solve problems.
The individual with his preference, freedom andicks has to be preserved at all
cost. The self becomes the centre of existencerarsd never be violated. The use of
maps to navigate in cities or countryside is thdgoe way of preserving the ‘self' in
a public domain. Why be dependent on the advict®fperson on the street when
one can get the job done in a more efficient fashio

In contrast to this people, many other culturegltiy ask directions and most like to
give direction in most animated and excited fashidrhere is no fear or shame in
asking directions, and in the bargain people oflietke a conversation about family
and kids.

This chance interaction, the meeting of strangis,conversation about life, the meeting
of the eye and a shared smile is the glue thatsbimat cities and creates the public
realm. The “public’ of cities is not defined thiglu spaces alone but how people interact
on the streets. The reliance on people rather thamece of paper for locating oneself in
city space is a symptomatic case that very muchaiespthe nature of our cities. Indian
cities are as much defined by community actionuiblip places as much by their form.
The conversation with strangers or casual acquaiogs on the road is the glue that
perhaps binds the Indian cities.

The issue that gets raised is about how people,tbebal description, and animated
gestures are preferred to visualize a route ornfemkl in space of cities. So the
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imagination of space is not always mediated throtngh‘top view' of a map. The
personal interpretation and description are as rtapb as the spatial triangulation.
The use of place-markers, text and pictures in n&jes such Google Maps and
similar such site seems to be mimicking this aspétte city; the opinions of people,
their memory and impressions.

The Gaze

"The gaze is outside; | am looked at, that is §g §am a picture" (Lacan, 126). The
map in Internet websites is a reflection of theeslsgon with the "self gaze". The
tendency is to see us through the gaze, whicht@dsu Similar is true for our spaces
and cities, which we wish to view from outside asrmage from top.

These maps (figure 15) show the worms eye viewrgapesed on the bird eye view.
The individual interpretation in space is a comsis{pattern that one finds in most of
the geographical representations of space on tternkt. Two conditions come
together here — the representation (in this casateallite picture) of space that
claims to be accurate and neat along with indivglagarking their engagement with
the same.

Figure 15. The opinionsin Google Earth

The satellite maps in digital space represent twimeme scales; that of a large
abstract space of the city and the individual'sdiregs of the same. But the
representation of our city space as a neat geoggsattern is an overriding aspect
of this abstraction. Maps have, after a long timazken from the clutches of the state
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but still do not necessarily connect with largeciabcultural processes of the city
like the old maps did. It is still ‘work in progres but offers immense opportunities
in creative representations of space that canatdtht more stories of our cities.
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Maps perhaps were never tools to find directiorre. tAey not the storytellers of a place?

City in Digital Space

The digital space sometimes draws a strong referémdhe city spaces in form of

either its reflection or in form of a simulationathinforms our imagination. So it

should be viewed as a cyclic feedback loop whesentlaterial transformation in city

and its imagination are constantly influencing eather and so are in a state of
constant flux.

The example of real estate imageries in digitacegdaas been studied to understand
the issues of imagination of our cities. The Indéal estate market has grown
exponentially in the last decade or so. The realftess also an extremely competitive
market with new players sprouting and getting lpsictically every month. The
competition to attract attention of prospective éngyis immense and the image of the
development becomes a very important tool to dttpmople. Moreover, the real
estate is now viewed as an important commoditypaculation and profit.

THE FIRSTEEVERY

ENGINEE

I

- Amity corporate excellence award
- Real estate excellence awards

- IPR corporate excellence award

- HR excellence award

The image of such real estate in a city is not @nlysion of the specific project but
also a visualization of a city of future. If lookedhrefully the image is very

strategically positioned as it shows the notionshef developed cityscape which is
wider roads, glass facades, cars all around areheally an urbanity cleared of all

the small structure, people on the street and acksehaws. It very strategically sells
not only the project but also tries to project siam of an urbanity which is gentrified

and promises to enchant the upper class with pladekeisure and recreation.

Architects owing to their advance software rendgshills, then become the perfect
messenger to deliver such images!
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Figure 17 Real Estate website

This image is now played out in popular media aeeti§ on the collective imagination
of cities. The digital mediums like website, walitdugh and three-dimensional model
reinforce these ideas of a new urban setting. Mes eliance on images to create an
imagination of the future is a recent phenomenahleads to some very interesting and
urgent questions. The clarity and precision ofithages creates a very vivid idea of the
future. Perhaps this in itself is a slightly probbgic situation. The image then often
becomes the goal:

It is rather interesting how in many such images@# real estate the women is depicted as
relaxing while reading a book and men taking café¢he young kids! Perhaps the dream
merchants know how to work on the sense of guitbady’s fast paced corporate life;
where men hardly get time with kids and women &etched managing home and office
leaving no time for pursuing something of their own

The Internet today along with mass media is indéetre of such image flows. The
network of information flow is value free as it doeot make any distinction between
one with another. Moreover, there is no transmis$iss as in the diffusion model of
innovation. The network then becomes the carriennodges, capital, knowledge,
technologies and people and leads to further dinibetween the places that receive the
images and its regional realities of geographyesdad nation.

Such constant bombardment of the vision of the réuthas created a skewed
imagination of our cities as evident in news itethat announce; "We will make
Mumbai into Shanghai" and "Bangalore into Singajyaetc. The image here is playing
a major role in stirring up such an imaginationagpiration in popular domains. Such
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aspiration for ideas of city has taken strongetsao the recent time with the gung-ho
around the great India growth story. Unfortunatelgst of these discourses paint an
extremely innocent, one sided and graphical visiotne future; a city with wide roads,
lots of fancy cars, without beggars, removed ofmsuglass facade shopping malls and
large houses. Essentially a dream of a gated emétavthe upper class extrapolated as
the model for the city.

The notions of progress, efficiency and order bexommportant ideas that get
represented over and over again with the promisebieving city, which is global and
hi-tech. The model of such imagined developmerdnsextremely flawed one as it
ignores the very contextual basis of what our €itiee all about; a vibrant cultural mix,
small and medium scale entrepreneurs, differeingiogls identities and a strong local
economy. The stereotyping of everything that weehas being messy, ordinary or
lacking character then becomes an important naowhich the ideas of advancement
are mounted. The conflict around representatiotitegdfs will become more pronounced
in times to come. It has been observed by somelashbow the identification of the
long standing city patterns being ordinary and domes messy becomes the basis for
proposing a new restructured city that is ‘globad @eveloped’ with heavy investment
in infrastructure and gated enclaves. See theasseoti transformation for more on this.

City is an Artifact or a Process?

Thee recent advancement in three-dimensional rept&son has led to an extremely
visual way of imagining the past, present and fitof cities. The issue is essentially
one of deployment of a very vivid and perfect imafehe past or the future. Recent
advancements in technologies of visualization (@dg, Maya, Rhino, etc.) have meant
that one can quickly create form in space that depghe materiality of a city scale
development. This has led to a more visual (hardyaescription of cities. The
advancement in technologies of depictions suchlasya screens, touch screens, Led-
pixels screens have meant that the each of themgesrhave increased many folds. This
phenomenon however, is not something specific tiialibut lot has been discussed on
the issue of technology and representation in iteeature in other countries. (Vesely,
2004)

The city and its parts now are often depicted nasea visual and less as a larger
economic, social and cultural phenomenon. The liateon and spectacle is at times a
means to conceal repetition of architecture (Lefeb¥992). City is seen like an artifact
to be viewed from all around in a museum unlikeepresentation which describes the
city in a holistic fashion; the processes of ecoitotransactions, social negotiations,
cultural practices, etc. Moreover, the city dejiatis not a fictitious account of its
future but rather tries to portray a precise ane sme. This lack of fiction and an air of
scientific precision in these images make them apjecreasingly achievable if the
patrons of the image are allowed to prevail. Tregeeno grey areas in such images, no
chances of different interpretation or any othemfoof engagement of others. The
image is clear, precise, and cartographically obr@nd claims to represent the
aspiration of the city at large. The lack of amlitigor space for maneuvering for future
innovations and viewpoints in such representatisrsometimes disturbing. The digital
space is beginning to counter this unified wayiefwng the city by offering spaces that
capture the lot many facets of the city. The blogscities, photo essays, historical
records or stories of its citizens together arev/iduilding a mosaic of the imagination
of our cities. The space is wide and slowly evajyiwith number of people writing
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about their lived in experiences and other staiesincreasing. The digital space holds
lots of hope and promise to create varied narratofethe city. We are now moving
slowly to a description of cities, which comes frtime experiential narratives of people.
The city now (through blogs and other personal actg) is also imagined through the
eyes of the many. It is in absolute oppositionhi® imagination of an abstract idea of a
space of the state (Lefebvre, 1992). The imaginaBoalso being mediated through a
bottom up process in exact opposition to the vizadbn of a modernist city, which
was top down and master planned.

The Context and the Imagination

The imagination of the city and its landscape hesnba central theme in much fiction

specific to a place. The analysis of consistentepatin these stories can give us lot of
clues about the legacy of imagination of cities atab help us understand the possible
change that presence of digital space might broogiain the same.

The Authorship of the Virgin Landscape

"The royal hunting caravan of the King of Udaigawith his procession of queens,
ministers and courtiers made way in the dense gmtiat existed at this very place”, said
the tourist guide in the city fort. During the hing expedition the king killed many
dangerous wild beasts that even towered way abisveléphants casting their evil shadow
on his dozen odd queens. The King on one suchigepddlled a pregnant deer thinking it
was a fully-grown wild hog. On realizing his mistathe king could not hunt or rest any
longer. The guilt of the kill almost seized thed<and he went into deep conversation with
himself. He called upon sage Vishwananth who stayée forest and told him about the
incident. The sage asked him to do something &fdiest whose animals he had plundered
and may be God might forgive him. When the Kingrgeaefrom his meeting with the holy
sage, he announced to the horror of his ministeed this forest will be his home and he
will make it into the most magnificent capital cithhere there will be place for everyone —
trees, animal, water and humans!

So this is how the foundation of this great citysuaid and you see those two old trees said
the tourist guide; those are the remains of theagrferest which the king protected and
worshipped.

Most cities in India justify and sanctify their si@nce at the very place through some
such story of its origin. Such stories are usuaibrked by a strong claim on religious
and moral ground that explains the reason forriggro The role of a founding father of
high nobility like a King or sage is important tanstify the decision and process of city
building. Cities are often portrayed as being mdndr planned and are rarely depicted
as overgrown settlements. The historical authorshgn important myth for most cities
in India. The land was deemed fit and importangttot human habitation. The genesis
of city is about always portrayed as a very consciouman act of locating oneself in a
special landscape condition.

The anxiety in change

You know the story about Lala Ramji Chaudhary askedjrandmother.

No, | said even though | had heard it hundred tifnes my grandmother. Knowing very
well how forgetful she was, | got ready for therslstory from my granny as she applied
the stinking oil in her silver grey hair in the nmimg sun.
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You know the richest trader of Kanpur was the miiner by the name of Lala Ramiji
Chaudhary, she said as she cleared her throat. Hg mot only rich but also a hard task
master and much feared by the mill workers forfhgs of temper. One day as he was
taking a round of the large dyeing yard where &k tlarge fabrics were spread for

drying in the sun, he finds an old worker of thetday sitting and well doing nothing

really. On being asked for the reason, the old wotklls him about the ill health he has
been keeping because of the constant problem bfmastLalaji threw a fit and even

before the old worker could say anything more, siédmiliated and thrown out of the
factory.

The same night while there was a large storm bugdiup on the dark banks of the
Ganges, the old worker jumps from the railway beidg his death in the holy river. His
body is recovered the next day and soon Lalaji sotménow the identity of this person;
the old man was no one but the person who soléathe land on which his mill was built

30 years ago. His sons had made way with the mfsapythe sale of land and he was
abandoned to fend for himself. Lalaji now also remhered how Kishanji (that was the
name of the dead old man) had helped him get werkarthe mill from neighbouring

villages and how he never insisted on all the paytroéthe land and asked Lallaji to pay
once his mill breaks even. Had it not been for Kigh Lalaji could have been a nobody.
But it was too late; Lalaji was a cruel master n@md Kishanji was dead. Soon
everything changed though.

The mill had union problems to start with and ttle@ machineries became obsolete and
then soon enough, it was taken over by the Natidmatile Corporation during the
emergency. Lalaji went bankrupt and was a brokem raa his only son and wife
perished in a car accident near Lucknow. He was@land with everything around him
gone, he soon lost his mental balance. He had tohlagned to his room and was soon
shifted to the mental hospital in Agra where hentwaly died a lonely and painful
death.

This is what happens son when you show disrespdbtietweak and the poor said my
granny in the end. We are lucky to be blessed sdtimnuch. Always help those in need
and you will never be alone in this city.

Such stories exemplify the anxieties of the soegetn industrial cities in India. The
erosion of values and the massive inequalitiesttieasocieties faced for the very first
time between the working and the bourgeoisie ctassgsre the fodder for not only
literary works during the 60's and 70's in Indida blso mainstream movies with its
"Angry Young Man" depictions.

Here the imagination of city spaces is of muchrede Large estate of mills, were
often perceived as places of exploitation of therpoy the rich. Such industrial
properties had prominently scarred many citieshim 80's and 70's, while radically
reorganizing the spatial ord@of the city. The connection of the city with thecsed

landscape is also a very important condition in triogginations as it perhaps
provided the much-needed relief from the man madk énvironment; the river just
outside the city: the solace of the lonely in thghh and the pious in the early
morning and the place for final rest. This imagmatof city spaces from a social
morality and political perspective is an importantmponent of large cities in India.
There is a very strong connection of cities andr thesidents with the land and its

'3 Industrial cities such as Mumbai, Kolkata, Ahmedabad Kanpur are good examples of places that went
through massive physical change while large facdosied mills were set up. The railways that entened t
mill compound played an important role in cuttihg tity into pieces.
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context; the river, forest, temples and to elemaritéandscape that existed even
before the city. The information network is on tentrary context free (value free).
The very nature of digital space that is much thie@me of flows in networks and
nodes makes it absolutely not aware of the immediahtext. To start with issues of
geography and territory do not bound this spacesaedndly the nodes and networks
irrespective of their territories can influencelitis a space that comes from flows of
network and not from territori& But whereas the network ignores the historical an
geographical context, it does build up another oh&s own that leads to spatial
imagination of a different kind. The context nownst only the space of our physical
existence but rather the one that is being crdaggtie networks as well.

Does the Digital Meet the City?

The cyberspace has definite characteristics andigbability has a rather ephemeral
quality. It could be fleeting and temporal in itature. However, it is not formless or
dimensionless and it does have specific size ak We space exists for us only when
we decide to participate in it and in that sense fluid or ephemeral. It gets created at
the moment of our engagement, in the digital re#ilhas a dimension, as it could vary
in scale from being a very personal one or to alipuine, it has a character as it
sometimes allows and sometimes restricts othemetlare norms of behaviours
particular to the space, it is personal to therexteat it is created by the user at the very
moment and will perish or become dormant once #ee logs off. This space, which on
surface looks non-contextual and independent ofpthee of the city, will have to be
accounted for as it will and is now the part of titg space.

In terms of characteristics, the cyberspace hag iparallel with the notions of space in
Hindu mythology as discussed in the first sectidrere it is argued that the inner space
(of the self) is fundamental for the existencehaf buter space. The self holds the space
of our dreams, and that of our passions and thatioperception (Bachelard and Jolas,
1994). The experience of space here then shouldgenoeit of the combination of the
material and the inner space.

The other construct that can be deployed can heoftthe utopias and heterotopias or
the ‘other spaces’. Utopias are not spaces thalomeged in any place but are an
important imaginative structure of our society amdlirect inversion of our reality
presenting society in a perfected form or turnedidg down (Foucault, 2002). The
cyberspace is being perceived and believed to bespiace of utopia by flow of
information and its neutral nodes and networkshdllenges the known arrangement of
power, geography and history. But unlike a cleaf alpstract idea of space of utopia the
cyberspace is often perceived as one that mighar aih alternative to the power
relationships of the society. It is a utopian sphgecreation of an imagination that
comes by appropriation and interpretation of cyb@es and not so much by a fresh
unified vision of the same.

Heterotopias on the contrary are real sites thaesiones allow for the 'other spaces' of
the city to be structured in them, often housinghem things or ideas that the city

% Many authors have further discussed issues ofespafcflow in cities of the world economy. Refer to
Maneul Castells and David Harvey.
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cannot®. The digital space also plays this function asthmy virtue of its networked
configuration, it collapses space and offers ittfe 'other' function that the city cannot
hold — the libraries of the world, the artists frawery corner of the globe, Japanese
anime porn and the speech of the great thinkersteTis no space in a city that has all
these. Presently the digital space plays out therdt@pias across time and space. In the
sense that it is not specific to the context arad th where it is loosely connected with
the city unlike the heterotypic sites in the cityat are the 'other' but particular part of
the city.

In some sense the cyberspace does seems to ptssHras the 'other' combining both
utopian and heterotypic kind of spaces within them. It

is neither here nor there. We should look at maagenal clues in the city to understand
the nature of this space.

Spatial Anchors of Imagination

As mentioned in the last chapter, signs of faitkd &elief structures occupy various
parts of the city. The small roadside shrine, taeylan tree with the sacred thread, the
temple complex and similar such gestures have migtaccupied space in old cities of
India but also sprout in newer areas. The notian tiese are symbols of older tradition
alone is not true as they continue to occupy spaeé imagination in newer
development as well. Needless to say, there isroeigpon in urban planning for such
cultural gestures. They happen nearly "on their'owreaning that they are illegal and
result from spontaneous productions, not to fothgat these structures form a way of
claiming space by the marginalized groups in tiheas well.
These structures (such as shrines, temples, saaedHoly ghats) are of interest to us from the poin
of view of their position as spatial anchors thgtnbolize fiction (the sacred space) of the cityesEh
anchors are the material culture that connects bofikhe city dwellers with the fiction of the city.
There are perhaps two conditions that become impoiftansuch a material expression; one is the
collective imagination that forms the basis of protiin of such physical anchors of associations and

two the ingredients for spatial expression (langeiagd architecture) which is also a well established
tradition.

If the cyberspace has qualities of temporalitied @wilective belief that comes from the
technology, then it surely will add to the colleetiimagination. But within the
imaginative structure there would be a promisehef future city as well. The current
rush of state and corporate to portray their pfanshe city through websites and blogs
are an attempt to claim that space of imaginatmm@anufacture consent for new
development.

! The idea of heterotopias has been elaborated bge¥MFoucault in the form of various principals
and expressions in different cultures.
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Figure 18 The spatial anchors (temple and tree) of the imagination

The state will prefer to see the democratic andobotup digital space as the ‘other’
which gets relegated to the periphery of the mesast discourses. Can the cyberspace
and the imagination therein get physically anchdeethe city in any way? | speculate
that it should have specific spatial anchors. As heee seen in the case of the
traditional myth structure that spatial construans needed to connect and reinforce the
ephemeral imagination with the concrete space efdity. The two do not exist in
isolation or in constant states. The city (withnsterial culture] and digital space are
both inconstant and variable. They rather only Ié@mkconventional forms of anchor
(complete architectural examples), one should #&six for patterns, systems and
symbols of the cyberspace in the city that are ggeghransforming the landscapes of
our cities.

4. The Transformation

The City in Global Network

The generic reasons for transformation of geogespim the last two decades have been
attributed to three epoch occurrences in the ldis &and 80's; the information
technology revolution, crisis of capitalism andtista and the cultural revolution. The
new mode of production which has been referredstintormational is marked by a
strong technological backing and also uses knoveet only do work but create more
work; so knowledge is acted upon knowledge (Cast2D000). The speed, scale and the
networked nature of the new economies in termssadpatial spread means that known
geographies and histories get disturbed. The ddaure of this new economic order
being that it is global and interdependent and seenmalmost act like an autonomous
being.

The post-Fordist mode of production is the cenpattern of operations of large and
small businesses alike. A mode where sites of mtimhy design and coordination’s can
be spread across all parts of the globe but workseamless coordination and precise
outputs by the use of information technologies fes structuring armature. In this
scenarios there seems to be two kinds of prefesited (a mark shift from yesteryears)
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that large firms look for; large parcels of land ofi-shore locations (read cheaper
locations) which can house many people with lowegagnd smaller spaces in the heart
of city center to function as command and contades for global operation to house
their white collar professionals. On top of thataincial transaction like currency, FDI,
banking, etc., now account for a large percentdgeade and it has been growing at a
rapid rate. The resurgence of cities as mentioaeltee can be very much attributed to
this rush and agglomeration of firms to the citytees (Sassen, 2006). Irrespective of
the networked nature of the economy people stdhwio agglomerate for the purpose of
work. Like service sector comprising of legal seed, designers, financial services will
agglomerate around large firms command and coopetations. Together it creates a
kind of eco-system of inter-dependence in a snyadice. This also leads to a very
different visualization of a city. From a traditerone where the city was the command
and control point of a larger immediate region ribis a node in the global netwdfk
By participating in the global economy through teclogy some cities have taken huge
advantages of the investments, wealth and powenandurprisingly cities that are left
out of the network are struggling to and continueécline in terms of growth rates and
new work opportunities. Around 70 per cent of FBtgyrooted through six global cities
of the world (Sassen, 2006).

The network itself is value free and does not disicrate in the nature of flows. So as a
result there is a flow of ideas, people, images t@otinologies. But the flow is also
binary; it is either there or not there at all. Hitiation has even been called as one that
creates uneven cartography but enduring architeciure concept of "spaces of flows";
or built form programmes that are essentially ggéogvards catering to these flows.

It has been argued how cities are undergoing massifrastructure changes to

accommodate these new facilities and restructweespiace in the race to be part of the
global economic network. This standardized pubtiprovate infrastructure monopolies

are receding as broadly hegemonic forms of infuattire management eventually
leading to a 'splintering urbanism' (Graham andwvitar2001). But it becomes clearer

through shear empirical evidences that the conifictities over issue of access to
infrastructure, representation of identity andalistion of people is becoming more and
more common. This is not something limited to oty io India but in fact has become

a reoccurring theme in many cities that are getiogally connected.

But were there not exclusive pocket in history of @ites? Yes but there was an
agreement in the manner of creating boundaries (@ates) and enclaves and generally
the mode was of caste and class based spaces pjtbrtonities for common
interaction. These are testing time for most citidsich are part of the global economic
networks. How will cites escape their context obple, history and geography and still
connect globally. How will these two contradictidms reconciled? Is there any pattern
of hope anywhere?

The City Restructuring Process

The restructuring of the Indian cities took a umidurn in terms of both the mode of
change and its scale beginning the late 90's. phenomenon of change and new
development was often represented in popular medidT City, Global City or

Information cities associated with earlier settlaeiselike Hyderabad, Bangalore,

'® The issue of relationship of cities with hinterldadliscussed in the section titled Center andpReri.
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Gurgaon, etc. The hype and attention around projeke Cyberabad (IT facilities
around Hyderabad) reached a peak by the starteof¢lar 2000 when Chandra Babu
Naidu the then Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh bist weight behind the project.
Hyderabad was competing with Bangalore to attraatstment in the new area of IT.

Cities like nations were now competing for investtsefrom private corporate. This
kind of positioning of cities as places for investrh was the typical pattern being
enacted all across the world due to the proceggobhlization in many developed and
developing economies. This marked a paradigm shifie manner in which cities were
visualized now; as destination of investments ates $or housing new ventures. The
same period is also marked by reduced grants frastate and the centre to the city
and leaving them to largely to fend for themselvidss was part of the larger process
of structural reforms within the government as #tenomies were being liberalized.
The city was now being visualized as a large cafgothat had to attract investments
and make profits by the way of property and otloemf of taxes. There was a massive
shift in the nature and composition of the locaygmance model to gear up for these
new challenges that the globalized world offereéwNoosts such as Chief Financial
Officer, CEO, etc., became dominant positions witthe working of municipalities.
International airport projects were seen as thentpof massive flows of goods and
people from across the world and became importarthé network economy often
executed with a mix of private and public capital.

Bangalore International Airport Limited (BIAL) is Bublic Limited Company under the
Companies Act formed to build, own and operate Blmg's Greenfield private sector-
owned and operated airport - the Bengaluru Inteimaal Airport. Private promoters hold
a 74 per cent (Siemens Projects Ventures — 40 gat, GVK — 29 per cent and Unique
Zurich — 5 per cent) stake in BIAL while the goweemt holds the remaining 26 per cent
(Karnataka State Industrial Investment and DevelepimCorporation — 13 per cent,
Airport Authority of India — 13 per cent).

This period also marked a shift in the way develeptwork was carried out in the city.
The city administrators now slowly started playthg role of a facilitator and manager
rather than being actually builders of the cityrdeaprivate players were welcome to
participate in providing housing and commercial cgpao the city. The local
government themselves now were building only iriftagure and not anything else.
For example, one will find very few instances ofrooercial buildings, market place,
library or schools being conceived and built by ltheal bodies these days.

This essentially meant that the municipalities dolibast of being working for public
good if they could attract large investments inl restate projects of housing and
commercial nature. The cities prided themselvdsaamg large real estate development
in their territory and an indicator of their efeicy and worth.

Networked Cities in India

Gurgaon and Bangalore have been taken as casessttalifurther understand the
phenomenon of this IT related restructuring frora point of view of its transformed
physical morphology and its repercussion on thereabf its public places. Gurgaon
has been selected as it represents a green fiejdcprapproach towards providing
spaces for housing information communication tetbgy infrastructure and
Bangalore, as a case where earlier city fabric imelet a churning to accommodate the
new modes of production.
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Gurgaon houses a massive service industry fornmdtion technology driven business
processes (this includes ITES-BPO and softwareldpweent firms), not to mention the
fact that many multinational software companies $eidup their administrative offices
way back in the 90's. Bangalore has for the pasi8l$ears or so provided a stable base
for many software firms as their main research dexklopment facilities.

Where the Streets Have no Name: Gurgaon

The district of Gurgaon comprising of 11 towns &3 villages is quickly developing
as a thriving satellite town to the capital cityitdble topography and living conditions,
strategic location to Delhi (about 32 kms from Caught Place) have been key
attributes in the growth of the city from an inceqaential small town in Haryana over
the past three decades. Gurgaon has been an aativés headquarters as early as
1816. The period post independence witnessed th@nimation into a city. In 1950
Class-1l Municipal Committee was set up in Gurgashich was later, revised to Class-
I Municipal Committee in 1969. The growth of théygoropelled with the formation of
Haryana Urban Development Authority (HUDA) undee tHaryana Development Act,
1977.

In order to accelerate urban development, the Hhary2evelopment Act enabled the
participation of private developers such as UNITECHF (Delhi Land and Finance)

and Ansals, who have since played a pivotal rolelemelopment of residential and
commercial areas. The objective of this Act waprtwvide developed land and housing
at a faster pace to channelise non-government reseuowards the growth. The tax
benefit for new multiplex cinema halls for a peri@hging from four to six years as
part of the Government of India policy has seenualmer of them agglomerating

around the Gurgaon - Mehrauli road.

The total lan-use distribution in Gurgaon is as follc:

Total Area 1,749 acres
Industrial Area 1,300 acres
Residential Area 256 acres
Commercial Area 193 acres
Total Area 1,749 acres

Source: Gurgaon.nic.in

Urban Pattern
The city can be classified under two distinct pattie old town are&’(municipal area

limit) and HUDA development. Urban development und#JDA can further be
categorized under the following:

' The older part of town before the conception of HUBAdcognized as Old Gurgaon. This part of the city,
unlike the planned development all over, has grawthé absence of an overseeing authority.
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1. Residential sectors developed under HUDA

2. Residential and commercial areas developed by teridevelopers with the
license from HUDA

3. Industrial areas developed by HSIDC
4. Urban villages

Sector M odel

Sector model of development was prevalent in maaw nowns in India after
independence. In residential sectors a minimumbopdr cent of area under particular
use is kept for parks, open spaces, roads and caitynfwildings including community
centres, dispensaries, and schools, etc., as pewtins adopted by HUDA. The sector
planning accommodates the entire economic spedisuproviding residential property
for LIG, MIG and HIG.

Private Development

Gurgaon exemplifies a unique collaboration of pulalind private sector in an effort to
accelerate the city’s urban development. The deweémts have been varied —
residential development — sectors, high rise apamtnenclaves, etc., commercial
developments and corporate oriented developmentileWthe growth of sectors

undertaken by private sectors under the licensa DA, had to provide for special

compensation for the economically weaker class royiging 20 per cent of the land
for them.

Urban Villages

The urban villages in Gurgaon have fundamentalbnged in their characteristics due
to the advent of private developers. Though theykaown as urban villages but most
of them have been fully urbanized with very few plecengaged in primary sector.

State of the Public Realm

Bazaar: The traditional bazaar type, a commercial strisetfie most successful model
of the Indian public place. A place for all cultbfestivities and political dishevels, the
heart of the city is where the bazaar is. Traddlynthe bazaar has exhibited mixed
land use, with the residential sector and instngi forming the next layer after the
commercial edge.

Sector Market: The sector market as a part of the larger planemgsaged to catering
to the local requirements of the sector resid&nt®ften described as convenient
shopping centres, these block markets were buittany cities in India and were touted
as the new, modern, secular and accessible p@alinr

Office cum commercial centers. such as DLF Qutab enclave is a variant to theosect
market. Functionally, such centres house retaividgton the lower floors and office
activity on the upper levels incorporating otheblmu facilities. Although situated in
similar urban density, these centres vary in sttala the sector markets.

'8 Sector market is an example of an interestingsttiam between the earlier bazaar and the aspirsitis a
modern living. The block does make an interestinglys a democratic public place. Relationship witk th
outside immediate context is well established aad ¢fiseamless continuity.
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Malls, in popular discourses have been projected aseWepuablic places. The advent

of malls in the Indian cities can be described ascant phenomenon, not dating back
until before the last decade. The sprouting of snall many such cities has raised
serious questions concerning the right to publaces and social control. Malls are
usually singularly controlled interiorized set-upighich is at the same time comparable
to the scale of angazaar,retailing out a diverse range of commodities arusthy tries

to create a private space within the public realine advent of a certain kind of

building typology and urban transformation, whishvery closely related to the growth

and imagination of Gurgaon as an Information tehgmohub needs closer examination
here. See the comparative diagrams. It is veryr dlegt the malls are a fundamental
departure from the earlier bazaar and block types.

Private Participation and Policy Changes

The urban development policy of HUDA is heavily dedent on the role of large
private developers for providing housing and resiidé areas. The role of DLF, Ansals
and now UNITECH is well known in development of aoercial and residential real
estate. The tax benefit for new multiplex cinembsHar a period ranging from four to
six years as part of the Government of India poli@s seen a number of them
agglomerating around the Gurgaon— Mehrauli roadnglwith that the policy for retail

in India allows for 51 per cent FDI in ‘Single Bdnproduct retail and 100 per cent
FDI in wholesale. These are also prime buyers of Il mapace
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Figure 19. Old bazaar view and sketch

Figure 21. Sahara Mall view and sketch
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Figure 22. The uneven plot sizes

Architecture Typologies

The emergence of mall typology in cities like Gugaand Bangalore were often
associated with the rise of global information mdgahara Mall, Metropolitan Mall
and the MG Road were the main areas of study. Thege been studied on the basis of
parameters such as built form, the levels of contlee attitude to the modes of
transportation and the edge conditions.

The Buildings

Large parcels of real estate are now controlledniojvidual entities (companies or
consortiums). The typology that evolves out of soemership condition is that of a
self contained and sufficient environment of shagpand recreation. The spatial
structures of these new shopping complexes arerctosthat of a five star hotel or a
private hospital. The bottom line for the promotéssto create the right mix of
commercial activity that can lead to maximum retam investments of the retail
outlets. The new malls are extremely controlledcepain terms of entry-exits and
acceptable behaviour. There is a clear attemphtowage access to people who are
potential spenders.

In comparison with the variety of experiences thdtaditional Indian bazaar or even
the urban sector markets (Greater Kailash, Def&@weny or Khan Market) seem to
offer, the malls are more like sanitized hospitalibnments. The earlier market spaces
offered much more in terms of variety of experiendee to the rich mix of different
activities that were possible by participation oy in space making. The earlier
markets supported and depended on a public spabe gsease that helped established
a seamless relationship amongst various activifldee new mall spaces do offer
something else that compensates for the loss otirethturban experience — the
connection with the ‘progressive’ world. Signageshidéecture, material, sound and
goods are all indicating towards how this spaceadsnected to other cultures and
countries (especially the west). This is an impur&spect of the psyche of the urban
population on easier side of the digital dividerdinforces the idea that information
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related business processes have led to creatianlarfje class of people in India that
use the same tools to connect either actively ssipaly to global cultural practicEs

The Edge

The edge condition of the building and the plobatseate the same distinction. The
building edge is like a wall that stops access frainbut one or two points in the

building for entry and exit. The facade does natipi@ate in the space around it. The
bright colour and signage on the blank wall migdd a lot of colour to the space
around but does not help in any other fashion byhy of either engaging people with
certain activity from the outside. This is an ogpaity lost as softer edges of the
building can add another level and scale of asdwithat can be of immense value for
the common public domain around.

The Neighbours

The foremost problem with Gurgaon development & rthsmatch of the urban grain
sizes. The new commercial development covers & lplgt size which is a big shift
from the smaller plot size of the surrounding arddse relationship with immediate
surrounding is very uncomfortable and is about gxamismatch.

Gurgaon is the classic case of large sprawl withcharacter of a ‘city’, massive
unequal spatial constructs, no concern for creaipgblic realm and total surrender of
the state to private corporate.

The Churning Within: Bangalore

Bangalore has been closely associated with  Infbomatechnology related
developments in India and has been the hub foarelseand development in the sector.
Bangalore presents contrasting scales in closeimityxto each other. Large elevated
roads lead into the heart of villages; sports cexgd occupying tank beds share
boundaries with settlements, large hotels and edfitine-up along major roads
concealing temple towns within. The city consisfsvarious settlements, such as
Halsur, Sampagiramnagar, Guttahalli and Domlur, cvhisustain like islands
undergoing little or no change during the city'svgth. After independence the city of
Bangalore was formed with the fort and the cantartmenited under one
administration. This led to an integration of vascsettlements to form the city. Growth
of Bangalore city exemplifies a case of agglomeratof smaller settlements. The
villages, which were formerly distanced from eactheo, are now a part of the larger
whole — the city. Thus, Bangalore comprises of aber of urbanized villages such as
Halsur, Domlur, etc. The traditional market centfeeach of these settlements still
exists and has expanded over time. Planned inteovefrom the colonial times and
later through government endeavours resulted in dbaesis of townships like
Malleshwaram, Basvangudi, etc., wherein the growthcommercial activity was
restricted till the designated area. Based onebtos model of planning, with the centre
exemplified, arranged residential areas aroundas followed until the 1970's initiated
by the government. With the advent of private depets a new model of growth
emerged, those of gated communities and enclavibslavige expanses of residential

¥ There is no reason why such an expression of yeaiid aspirations should be done at the cost digub
places. For example, Khan Market in New Delhi is & veature example of such a space that signifies the
new realities of a globalized world while retaining themocratic characteristics of a public place.
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towers and internal recreational activities. Ceartsiretches of road and blocks were
taken up for detailed study.

Cunningham Road

This street lies within a kilometre from M.G Roaddawas formed during the 1950's.
Planned as a residential area, this particulaetstras become a hub of activity related
to the IT field. Bungalows being the primary chaeaof this area provide for sufficient

space and plot sizes required for the formationTofoffices. Residential enclaves

comprising of apartments are interspersed alongttieet. M.G Road being the second
CBD of the city, providing for necessary infrastiwe, makes it a prime location for

such establishments to agglomerate.

M or phology

With plot sizes remaining the same, the morphology changed. Larger establishments
have arisen, like apartments and large offices rewipusly existing bungalows. Land
holding capacity has increased with amalgamatioplofs for building large offices.
This trend can be seen very recently. CunninghamdReflects a complex mix of
commercial and office activity, wherein numerougsedas and other facilities cater to
the office going working class. Cunningham Road wesviously a residential street
housing bungalows on spacious and open plots. €hmant character of the main
street is still visible along side streets whetmimgalows still exist.

Thus, the characteristic feature of this streettdsintimate scale. The shops on the
ground floor are open to public access due to bisersce of boundaries between public
and private property. The public footpath spati&ktends till the building line due to
the absence of strong physical demarcation. Thadany is maintained mostly through
landscaping and low walls, which often become mgasipace for passers-by. Open
spaces along the street edge are largely abseet thiay are used for parking purpose,
the exceptions being Sigma Mall and Food World. Teheel difference between the
high ground (bund road) and low ground (formerleetént) has been mediated through
bridge connections between the street and the djgoerof the commercial property.

Most of the deep-set spaces are used for operesiaurants and parking. Though
physically separated, the deep inset and the sireetisually connected. Offices along
the road are typically characterized by a centnalim space along which offices are
organized. The atrium and the vertical circulatime usually placed in the street
abutting area, connected to the street through idgdar The other characteristic
condition of Cunningham Road is the continuity begw the footpath and the private
property. Sigma Mall with underground parking hasizeable open stretch along the
footpath with street furniture like benches and Iikiasks. The mall is strategically

designed to draw in passers-by. This condition repesentative case of a privately
controlled open public stretch.

Koramangala

Koramangala was planned as an extension of thercitye 1960's. It is situated in the
south-east of the city and was not too long agougist after residential locality with its
wide boulevards and posh bungalows. Divided ingtieblocks, the 3rd and 7th blocks
are more commercial than the others, with all magmks and finance houses having
their branches. Several software companies areéddda Koramangala. Koramangala
currently boasts having The Forum, one of thesibyggest shopping malls and Raheja
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Arcade, a big shopping cum office complex. A largamber of restaurants, relatively
upscale houses and apartment complexes and a nwhibedian and multinational
software companies distinguish Koramangala froneogarts of the city. Koramangala
has undergone a gradual transformation from a eesal street to an 80feet wide
commercial district with numerous offices and feunfjalows. The plot sizes of the
bungalows have been a constraint for the upcomifiges and shops. Instead, the
emerging morphology of office spaces has adapsaifito the constraints of smaller
plot sizes squeezing in the entire necessary infretsire and functions at various
levels. Small time eateries, which cater to thé fagving office goers, open on to the
footpath utilizing even the two metre footpath. éndion of shops on to the foot path
can be seen through extension of paving materidlthrough privatized control over
the immediate footpath fronting the shop. Aparnfrthe eateries, the footpath is also
used by the grocery shops, STD booths, etc., thrognporary and semi open
extensions. Thus, the resultant street edge ldeksotherwise strong divide between
inside (shops) and outside (the footpath).

The following buildings were studied in depth : Bpers Stop, 1995, Lifestyle,
2002, Big Bazaar, 2003, Bangalore Central, 2004th FAvenue, Mota Royal
Arcade, Forum Mall, Garuda Mall, Sigma Mall and MRGad Mall.

Figure 23. The street at Kormangala
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Figure 24 The engagement and privatization of street

The Internal Transformations

The new development in Bangalore is largely a tesutransformation of the earlier
condition; there is certain continuity in design méw structures. The building is
designed on a very tight plot that rubs shouldeith wverything around. The new
buildings have to be designed in places that ajrehdve strong public space
characteristics. See photographs showing roadsidicpactivities as a universal feature
throughout Bangalore. Some common observations are:

Edges are often given away for the public functiohshe outside rather than

inside

* The inside — outside relationship in many placemase blurred and not so hard
and hence, the idea of an exclusive interior isseattrong

e The area around edges of building often housesgeptints or kiosk that help in
breaking the scale and in some sense maintaimadieional pattern

» Variety of street furniture (including low boundamalls that double up as seats)
creates a pedestrian friendly street environment.

* Pedestrian connection through the shopping malttmect the front with the

back street though bridges and pavements is aintggesting feature that has

been observed in some complexes.

It is very evident that gradual transformationglidfterent locations are much easier to
integrate in the existing practices than largeescadw developments. Malls for that
matter or any other building type cannot for novieetf the existing public place

characteristics of the city owning to a strong eleter of the street life that exists.

But will Bangalore L ook Inwardsor Follow the Global Bandwagon?

Neither gradual transformation of the urban fabioc the scattered development of new
facilities (for new mode of production) is consigérto be popular choices in public
discourses. On the contrary the consensus has dreated for having brand new
facilities such as new towns or suburbs with stdtéhe art infrastructure for the new
economy. The existing patterns of public placeigmered and considered ordinary and
efforts are made to create massive investmentsoadsrand on infrastructure of
exclusive zones on the periphery of the city inldst few years. The Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) spent just Rs. 14.68 srofethe allocated Rs. 51 crores
for construction of new market places in 2009-18 anly Rs. 20 crores for providing
footpaths. Compare this with the fact that it isngoahead with the Government of
Karnataka approved development of 512 km of aftexred sub-arterial roads and
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development of seven dedicated signal free casidd a total cost of Rs. 3248.40
crores. This is however, a part of the overall méaproviding Rs. 22,000 crores as part
of capital investment plan by the state governnientomprehensive development of
infrastructure (BBMP 2010).

Our study shows how the strong public space ofcthehas initially fostered a very
integrated development of new facilities that cambeut as Bangalore became more
prominent in the global information based econoregwork. Rather than work on
issues of public transport, inclusive space anttuetsiring of the existing, the tendency
has been to create large infrastructure projeetisvifil help and is seen as the means to
create productivity. The projection of technologiesirban space becomes an important
device to show a ‘promised’ future of the city thatruly global and well networked.
Roads, flyovers and new buildings become impoggntbols of such a projection.

The Centre and the Periphery

As seen in the last section, the tendency of tipgagas of the ICT industry has been to
bargain for exclusive spaces for their facilitiaparts of Bangalore. This is the classic
case of the ‘centre and periphery’ phenomenon edigied and observed by Saskia
Sassen from studies of many cities that are pathefinformation economy network.
According to the author (Sassen, 2006), cities #matable to leverage a position of
strength in the informational economy, experien@ssive influx of business related to
financial institutions, trade and information teology command and control
headquarters. These are also the business thategreaffluent and wield power in
terms of wealth and political clout way beyond thactual physical presence or
numbers. Global surveys have indicated on how ghencity is restructured to suit
these powerful organizations to create exclusiveiliies like office, shopping,
recreation and housing complexes with state ofatthenfrastructure like wider roads,
flyovers, un-interrupted services (water, eledtyicisolid waste, etc.,) whereas very
often the rest of the city gets slowly neglectedl aemains poor in even basic
infrastructure. This tendency of powerful businesganizations to leverage their
position to create their own centres of affluenctéhie form of small cities within cities
comes as the cost of splintering of the urban faénd loss of public character of the
city. Such disruptions of the city character (nastjvisual but morphological) have
become pretty common in cities such as Gurgaong&are, Pune and Hyderabad.

The population in the ‘periphery’ (the ones leftt)owill either choose to follow their

fate or create resistance for their rights to edpé quality of space. This conflict or
resistance is becoming more frequent in most citied are part of such newer
economy.

The issue is often not so much about creating strinature which will specifically
support the ICT related processes but often an rtyppty and an occasion by the
dominant group to create exclusive built environmtérat insulates them from the
‘others’ of the city. However, the ‘others’ likegHow wagers, small contractors and
poor are the needs of these exclusive enclaveutitivhich the city functioning will
collapse. Not only are they needed but are veryhnpast and parcel of a city like any
other citizens.

For example, the Gujarat International Finance-T€ity (GIFT) project has been
promoted as a brand new world-class destinatiomnformation technology companies
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to come and invest in Gujarat. It is not surpristhgt such initiatives are reduced to
being real estate speculative ones that are mdhetsal about creating large exclusive
spaces than anything specific for ICT specificasfructure in the form of connectivity
and hardware (express). The tendency is to creage lsanitized areas catering to the
needs of the corporate business operation. Thet é$fto position and project the city
as one to be a favourable node of the global n&twbflows so that private business
can flourish.

Whereas the pattern of only certain organizatiarsehitting immensely from the global
information technology business processes is loeséaly, we will have to decide how to
deal with this asymmetrical situation while visaalg the city spaces. The first step
perhaps is recognition that the balanced morphetogf our cities will most likely be
disrupted by these new changes and secondly a aargcious effort to create an
environment that can be inclusive to all citizemsl aupport of the new economic
paradigm of networked operations. This will needatiitudinal shift in the visualization
and execution of urban projects by the local govent. Rather than gift land to large
private developers to create their own mini towpshthe municipalities will have to be
an active participant in these processes in detddsign and execution.

Will our Cities become De-contextualized?

The known relation of the city with its hinterlarahd the larger area is now being
guestioned as large parts might participate in glatetworks of the information
economy. The city has traditionally been visualizasl command post (both for
resource, political and economic reasons) of aelaayea and representing not only
itself but also as the storehouse of history, idg@nd memories of a larger cultural
practice of the region. Certain cities in India @decome more autonomous and now
the centre and state are bypassed by many citidse déaling with foreign investors
and charting out visions for the future. It is sotrprising that we find the World Bank
starting direct negotiations with cities in the mi@90's in India for their financial
needs.

Many Indian cities are now breaking free and aym¢y to develop an identity, which is
irrespective of the context in which they geography exist. There has been
consistent denial of their context and very consgieffort to don a new identity of
being ‘global’ and ‘information cities’.

Can Cities escape their Landscape?

The geography of networks and nodes of the new mbdgormation economy urges
us to reconfigure our imagination of our cities twia different kind of spatial
configuration. Rather than understand cities asresr{spots) in a large region, we are
facing the imagination of cities as nodes thatara network (recipient of global flow
of information, wealth and innovation by being paftthe network). As a node of a
global network, certain quarters of the city theill Wwe closer to the homogenized
material production of global cities that have éement of sameness; the same coffee
shops, Spa, restaurant, hotel lobby, sushi batft dolbby.

Cities have traditionally been also visualized inaby opposition to the countryside,
which were wild, unpredictable and dangerous aosgq to spaces of city that were
protective and fostered a new material culturesTdspect has also been explained in
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detail in the section on street posters and miregpaintings. Whereas the city was the
absolute opposite of what the countryside was tlwre were always a sense of
dependence and careful acknowledgement of the tedebss to the countryside. Cities
survive on the countryside that they daily consuimethe food, water, and other

materials of human comfort (building material likecks, stone or lime is one such

example). There is no escape from the fact thagscitannot run the moment these
supply of sustenance are blocked even for a fewshou

The city is in a constant osmotic flow conditionthvithe countryside. It is so
fundamental and regular that it does not find noenin any discourses anymore; an
almost taken for granted attitude. Not only argesitsustaining on such material flow
but also that of people both as daily rituals aisdoric instances of communities that
have made the city their home.

Cities also have material and ritualistic imprinfsthis relationship with the outside.
The wholesale grain market, vegetable marketsrtiek parked on the outskirts, the
presence of the pastoral community in the %itgnd such. These ever changing
activities and their spaces are the places of #motic flow between the city and its
hinterland.

A lot many times there are more permanent featuwréise built fabric that signify the
connection of the city with the surrounding; theyccivil courts, civil hospital,
collectors office, etc. These are some of the 'staggmbols that also signify the
relationship of the city with the larger commurstief the region at large. There are also
gestures of public places that emphasize the ctionewith the far flung landscape of
the countryside in a more direct fashion like theces in the city where one can see the
river flowing through its fabric; coming from théopes of the countryside and going
down to the vast ocean beyond. The relationshigh wlie outside has also been
enshrined in the ritualistic tradition of cities.i$ not uncommon to find the guardian
deities of the city being houses in a temple oetdite city on top of the hill. For
example, Almora in Uttarakhand has nine forms & fhurga as guardian of the
settlement on different hill-tops around the cityany cities still have an active
tradition of yatrasthat leave the city, circumvent the peripheriesha& city and then
return back. A lot of these cultural practices f@ioes and acknowledges the binary
relationship between the city and the rest.

Cites then are curious paradoxes. They are theomposite of the vast countryside by
the way of their material culture but at the sammeethaving a constant symbiotic
relationship with them. Cities are also the stooeide of the human civilization and
presence of the fiction of the past and futurernisimportant condition of its present
existence and vibrancy. Cities are the most impor@ontainer of the collective
memories of the past and one can find materialesgmons of these all around us. It will
however, be very interesting to now see if citiesthe middle of global flow
simultaneously deal with the two different paradsgrone of global connections and
networks and a strong centre in the city and theerobf connections with their
landscape, local culture and memories.

Patterns of Hope

%% Like the Yadavs community which keep cows and bafah the city and supply milk in Mumbai or the
Rabaris in towns of Gujarat. Not surprisingly thevatowards making Mumbai fdarathi manusaw the
Yadav community to be the worst hit during the viaken
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The questions posed in the last section essentlalys with ways of restructuring and
reimagining our cities. The questions are broackthad will need a major academic
and policy level shift to first recognize that Infoation technology related processes
have the potential to alter both the geography tedhistory of the city space. The
politics of space and class are central to thisusision and cities will have to begin to
acknowledge the recent rupturing of its public meato fully understand the
repercussion of massive restructuring programstiesc

There are also some patterns that are a resudichhology mediated restructuring that
may offer some hope and clues as to how best taNie the transformed city.

Geography of the Networks: ATM

Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) are an accepted plathe city landscape. They
are omnipresent and are expected to be near ydumengnywhere. Not surprising the
other common interpretation of the acronym, ATM lpagpularly been ‘Any Time
Money’! The functioning of ATM is absolutely depesrdt on the connection of these
machines with the mother server of the bank. Withthe networked connection
through Internet, the ATM machines are dead andtioedly cannot do anything.
ATMs are dependent on Internet and the very presehthousands of ATM spaces in
our cities is perhaps the most reoccurring remimde¢he spatial alteration of the urban
landscape.

What is the nature of the ATM spatial typology dmv does it fit with the physical
context?

What are the meanings that are attached to the ad&de and are their lessons here for
future development?

Occurrence, Repetition and Assurance

ATMs like the hoardings of a recent advertisememgaign repeats itself at most parts
of the city— the same banner, colour, bright lightl the bored security guard at the
gate. This is absolutely predictable, repetitivd #oroughly efficient. These ATMs are

supposed to do the simple function of vending cwayenotes most of the time. But they
are now an important element— repetitive elemerthefcity

ATMs dot the urban landscape while glowing in thghtvwhen every other shop and
establishments are asleep. A 24-hour petrol pulmp,all night coffee shop and of course
the railway station tea shop that are open all tigh the night are the other such night
owls that reassure us that the city is not dead awerything will start again tomorrow.
These all night establishments have an importabaurfunction; that of sheltering the lost
souls in the night and keeping alive the idea otyon the move.

The Privatein Public: Bankingin the City Spaces

The ATMs are extensions of the banks that reachrotlte city. They are the point of
receiving money (our money) from the bank. Bankivag now extended to public
places and this is a very important phenomenontoHdglly of course, informal
banking has been taking place in street cornerssarall shacks in most old areas, but
again only in certain parts of the city that arecasated with such activities. The ATMs
extend banking in public domain, but through ratbesred and conditioned spaces of
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the room where the solitary ATM machines lie. BUiMs as extension of the banking
space are creating a rather interesting contradgictBanks were never public places
really and privacy was always a very important congnt of banking. Traditionally
customers never performed transactions in full ijpulllew. Money was collected,
counted and snugly inserted in wallet or a noneeaible bag in the comfort of the high
counter and inside a fairly semi-public space eftthnk. The space of the bank became
the place of transaction in extremely limited pabliew. Moreover, the ‘view’ was not
really of strangers but of fellow customers as vearrabout privacy as the ‘viewed’
subject themselves.
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Figure 25 Thebasic ATM form

The ATMs present a new problem; as at one levsl theate a space in many parts of
the city where a customer can carry out transast{omostly withdrawals of currency
notes) but in full public view of the market placghis is rather interesting and the
situation demands a public display of one’s rajhivate (not necessarily secretive)
exercise of doing financial transactions. Not sisipgly there is always a swiftness of
action when people withdraw money from an ATM!dtnot surprising that waiting
outside an ATM machine is not as comfortable agimgafor our turn to buy vegetables
or a boarding pass before a flight. ATM's spatigdotogy is still reflective of this
fundamental contradiction. It is not clear whettie® ATM can be as public as a grain
shop or as private as a public toilet! At one letw ATMs have to be very accessible
and visible, making it easier for people to use #uthe same time they have to be
guarded, controlled and monitored. That is why ppshthere are two distinct parts of
the ATM space; the facade, which is formed by thekbt name of the bank written in
a particular manner and the window from which oae giew the ATM machine lying
inside. This together becomes like a two dimengiagraphic (visual brand) that
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announces the presence of the ATM. The secondsengally the conditioned room
that keeps the machines, which tries and gives ssemse of the privacy to the
customer and perhaps facilitate the security ofntlaehine. Not to forget the security
guard, who sits and practically does nothing!

The ATM in its present form has not really integaawith the other elements of the
city as it essentially sits in the building typojopat is meant for small shops. It does
not exist in any particular combination of otheo&™.

One of the reasons for vitality in Indian city letnature of combinations of various
agglomerated shopping and commerce. For exampke,steops on street, balloon
vendors , chat walas, cold drink and ice-cream shppan shops , florists, newspaper
vendors , Archies card gallery , stationary shopd ao on!
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Figure 26 A City redrawn with ATM networks

ATM machines are surely the black sheep unlessoafse it can be viewed and
designed as urban furnitures like a bus stand,m@rketer and letter box, public

toilet or a telephone booth. This again will neegk-avaluation of what we consider as
public space and re-imagination of its furniture.itlalso not possible to create a new
community space that allows similar function of kiag, personal finance and come
together as a meaningful public space?

L It is not surprising that the ATM on the walls onbfic streets have practically failed to inspireyan
confidence of privacy and are rather rare to findse days. | do not think it is only the concerrtredf
security of the ATM machine. | guess the machinesnaore secured as embedded objects in a wall rather
than being stand alone in a room. It seems thattit do with discomfort associated with doing finahc
transactions in full public view and hence, the etbsoom.
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Also the networked units like ATMs in cities caradeto possibly other representation
of the city space. See below a drawing of the ATédworks in Ahmedabad. The larger
question here is about the relationship of nodes rétwork (here ATM as a node) with
the immediate surrounding context. It is somethhreg will be of concern at all scales
(from the ATM to the city) as cities get restruedrin near future.

New Public Places: Distributed Stock Market

The stock markets have been the symbol of tradecantmerce of the city and the
region. Here | will analyze the stock market— ampartant commercial institution and

try and articulate its changing architectural cguafation and its impact on

neighbourhoods and other public domains of the. Cltye change in information

technology has had a profound effect on the busimethodologies of the stockbrokers
and traders in the last few years with possibditier buying and selling during the
market hours from any Internet enabled device. pinedits have announced that the
"market is in your pocket or at the comfort of ytname". Is it really so or is the change
more subtle? Moreover, how will our cities and thmiblic place transform from such

shift?

The market refers to a system, institution or agesgment by which certain transactions
are executed. The stock market space (buildingarpof buildings) is usually unique
to a larger space (city, region or country) anddative of the economic interest of
corporate, organizations, government and individoedéstors. The stock market space
itself, is one that has traditionally been a highbtworked node, collapsing together
communications with other national markets, finahgistitutions, agents, investors and
government bodies. Communication technology inftimen of telecommunication, fax
and telegram has been the lifeline to support &retiens in the stock market space.

The floor of the stock market is the physical mesttion (both of symbolic and
utilitarian value) of the institution of stock tmadit has been the place where the agents
using information, negotiate and transact on shéwegheir respective clients. The
space of the floor with information being displayadthe sides has been the image that
is used in many movies to symbolize trade and comend he floor is projected and
perceived as the centre sanctum of the stock gaatitivity at large.

Trading of stocks of all possible kinds is possiioten a computer connected to Internet
using real time information of the market. Stockrke# building space as well as the
floor continues to function as central places afl&r but immense volume of trade is
being done through Internet enabled devices athessountry. Moreover, the program
and structure of stockbroker's office has radicalianged in the last few years. The
stock broking office has now become the mini floérthe trade where decisions are
taken about buying and selling. The stock brokiffices are now the decentralized
units that are everywhere, like the ATM machines tive city. They are the
neighbourhood investing space.

Where to Kanti bhai?

Kanti bhai was worried that morning. He was runniate and was driving swiftly to beat
the railway crossing. His old bajaj was holding ivebmpeting with the jazzy Japanese
collaboration bikes as he raced towards the craggsiHe could never understand why
people spend that kind of money on bikes whemitazeven hold the vegetable pack or for
that matter even their wife in the pillion seat ttheell. He was rather proud of his Bajaj
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Chetak 2-stroke smoke spewing machine and it hagddim well for the last 17 years. As
he wriggled past the traffic coming from the rigide (well he was on the wrong lane) and
swiftly crossed before the crossing gates closedslbwed down on the turning and
signaled with a shake of his head to the kid onstheet. To a stranger the nod of the head
was perhaps just an empty gesture but Raju thewkdd the code breaker! He knew
Kantibhai wanted the masala tea real quick delideoa the first floor office of Om Shanti
Stock Brokers. Raju also understood that Kantibtas$ going for a big Kill; bottom fishing
since the market fell real hard yesterday. Raju wasely eight when he came from
Dungarpur (Rajasthan) to help his uncle at the radde tea shop at Maninagar. Now the
road side stall, the commercial complex in frontldhe shop shack besides the temple were
his foster home. The masala tea that his uncle madethe fuel of most office goers in the
area and it was a local institution that also prded but information on real estate, family
problems of residents and mobile number of thelbggér.

Raju with all the tea cups in his hands moved Buiifbm the tailor shop below the stair to
the picture framer besides it to the Raymond shojhé semi basement to the lady selling
the toys on the pavement. He resembled a bee méamgone flower to another in a
garden and he quickly climbed the awkward spirairsto the first floor stock broking
office. This was always the place he enjoyed musitavas always teeming with boisterous
characters that were perpetually excited; laugh@igud, shouting to be heard, making fun
of the other and generally having a good time. €hssre the stock traders whose baithak
(regular sit-out) was the Om Shanti broking offi¢le office itself was nothing but a room,
with a swanky air conditioner and four terminalén{ple computers that are connected to
stock exchange) where people took turns to sitexedute their order. But the space of the
office spread way beyond this room. They sat incthreidor in front, at the travel agent
shop besides, below the hoarding for a commandieg wf the traffic snarls in front. The
place oozed with people like Kanti bhai's, and neded with animated interactions about
the stock market, discussions about son's marradke rising price of petrol.

The place has in the recent years, come to be etsdavith share trade and had given rise
to a whole eco-system that supported it; the skwoking office, pan shop, tea stall, bhajia
center, ATM, photo copiers, stationary shops arel ibwspaper stall. Raju the tea boy
knew much about ‘circuits’ and ‘stop loss’ thesegyslaas much he understood the right
ingredients of the tea.

These are not only spaces for carrying out trarmactout have become ‘places’ for
trader community to meet and connect. The plaedfits small and allows the local
neighbourhood stock traders or investors to meas d@ecentralized community public
place characteristics of the space is an inteigstavelopment, which have been made
possible due to the Internet based online tradattyiies in market places. Moreover,
this new programme of online stock broking has grdged well with the various
processes of the Indian bazaar like informal faoddside vendors, service sector and
active retail. This is also the sign of the strénghd vitality of our contemporary
markets that have evolved over the years and arm#instay of the Indian retail.
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Figure 27 The typical market community space with a networked stock broking
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The general notion that tall glass buildings and international style real estate is the face of
the Information technology led changes in the city is just one part of the imagination in
popular discourses. But the same time, these technologies also led to the creation of a small
scale but wide spread changes in the city built fabric where communities have used their
common sense and ingenuity to create new spaces. The above example shows how
decentralized stock brokers/ investors’ community create a new kind of community space
by anchoring on to know patterns of the spaces.

The stock market space is now scattered across cities as a network of many decentralized
nodes that also hold interesting community function. The malls and IT complexes by
turning inwards and showing off only a pretty facade have failed to offer anything to the
city and do not seem to hold any promise of public good to its citizens or user. It is actually
these little markets where persons like Kantibhai’s rush every morning and the little Raju’s
run around serving cutting chai, that small stock broking office, ATMs and travel agents (all
program that use IT for work) are slowly transforming and complimenting the public
places in India.

Scattered Architecture: Art Gallery in the City

An art gallery is an interesting architectural paog that provides a semi-public platform to

gather community of artists, writers and criticsane space. The program itself includes the
display space, front office, sitting lounge, seeg@nd storage. Art gallery as an architectural
program has remained more or less constant frontirtteeit became a popular urban feature in
many large cities of India. There has been a vanaif size, mix and perhaps ownership, which
have been reflected in some variety of expressioits design. The gallery always had a largish
display area and a place to lounge around, to rdesstyss and meet old friends.

Figure 28 The street gallery One, Udaipur
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A new program of art gallery has been experiment@tiin some cities in India. Here the
gallery program (Gallery Onénttp://www.worksatone.blogspot.comb broken up into parts
and distributed in space. This includes a show aindlke that of any other shop in different
locations of the city displaying the work of arttvsome information, along with the website url
of the webpage of the art gallery. There is howerergallery as in the traditional sense. The
gallery is the combination of the show window, thgital space mediated through the Internet
and the text on the show window. This is a unigue @ unexpected outcome made possible by
the information technology and communication. Lstlook at each part of this new program
carefully.

The show window: A brightly lit small space that is to be viewedrr the street edge whereby
engaging the public domain of the city. The spac®pen to all and does not differentiate
between anyone and allows possibilities of casualcoidental encounter with a work of art. In
some sense it mimics the aspect of discovery tedind in many medieval cities of India.

The digital space: The gallery blog is important here as it connélaésvisitors with the gallery
space with information on present show, past aethiones and stories about the artist,
interviews, etc. Here the digital space becomesplaee of participation for many who wish to
dig deeper. Whereas for many accidental or cassdbss the involvement with the art work
begins and ends after viewing it through the shomdaw, for other the digital space is always
available.

Gallery One is an interesting example of how indiisls are visualizing space in the context of
technology and challenging known notions of ardtiteal programs and its expressions. Space
here is intentionally splintered (not really antated) to create new architectural forms and at
the same time engaging with the public domain efdity.

Discussion

I will now attempt not to conclude, but to artid@lahe key issue that has been raised in this
research. It is clear that the idea of definingdiggtal space and evolving a framework to view
it has been a predominant concern in this work. édeer, both the material practices and
representation (oral and visual) have been usedderstand this issue of space.

Cities seem to derive their identities with two dsnof imagination structures when it comes to
space. First and foremost is the imagination regplirom the meta-narratives of mythology,

religious belief structure, position of humans Imstworld, etc., like the imagination of the

Himalayas, Vindhyas, the forests of hermits to naanfew. This has been a fairly constant
phenomenon. The other imagination structure isoties which engages with the land, folk and
the immediate cultural practices of the communitgugp. This is the one that connects and
justifies the people with the place; the myth @y cts river and its past glory. Both the meta and
contextual imagination is somehow anchored to theenal production in specific spaces of the
city and also in representations. This imaginatbmays has symbolic anchors in space and
often architecture or other built form that symbelithis imagination like religious structures,
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banks of the river and vegetable wholesale markets, In the recent times though the

connection of people with the contextual imaginatsiructure of a place has been gradually
breaking down, as cities become more the centflews in the network at regional, national or

global level. The ‘network-ness’ of the city shoulitk inversely proportionate to the

connectedness of people with the imagination spatiee context.

The cyberspace comes at a very interesting tiniiepasmises two things. Firstly, it promises an
imagination of a utopian space that is able to lorfe@e from existing order and proposed an
inversion of the known world by the way of hieraycldea of the state and relationships. It tries
to reach the space of the meta-imagination of mgthoand such of the city and pushes for a
utopian space of imagination. Secondly, the digsfzdce posits itself to be able to act as the
‘other’ space of the city; the heterotopias by takup functions that the mainstream of the city
is not comfortable with, like personal narratioadyocacy groups, pornography, gay and lesbian
expressions. The state would be rather happy téofieer space' exist more in the digital ream
rather than in the reality of the city spaces flovious reasons!

The issue of physical anchors becomes importard. éan this 'other space' of the city that
exists in the digital find places to rest and ieflae material practices in the city? The meta-
imagination of the digital as the utopian spacentbaides such efforts. But at the same time
there is a danger that the utopian space of imagmadhat the digital world proposes gets

appropriated by the powerful, that is the state esngorate to create a promise of a new world
of development made possible by a ‘hi-tech cityhisTappropriation is already beginning to

happen. The imagination of digital space as thattgbia can change known order of power and
leads to emancipation has perhaps been alreadpm@pied in large global cities in India to

push for a meta-imagination of a brand new city.

The cyberspace however, has a potential to createwameta imagination of the ‘public’
through a renewed idea of citizenship. The trickvéeer, would be to have enough material
culture to work as anchors in the form of instbu8 contextual to the city. Cyberspace alone
without any material synchronization with the spatéhe city is not capable of hosting such an
idea of citizenship. The question then is reallgwlihe nature of these places where the anchors
of digital community can rest. These anchors shd@dspatial like the temples but secular in
access. There are no institutional structures witities that presently recognize the legitimacy
of the cyber space or community.

The cyberspace is not an imaginary space aloneabiér a space of active participation and
from the point of view of the ‘self’ it is real. Ehcyberspace has characteristics, boundary and
rules of conduct but also the space has loads afjimation structure as part of the space. The
cyberspace is both real and imaginary at the samednd needs both to be alive. Without one
it just does not exist. The imagination and readitgyberspace are enshrined in its structure and
are difficult to separate. It is neither totallgtfon nor totally spatial. The idea of symbolism,
temporality and identity becomes important onexjpl@e in case of further developing the idea
of cyberspace.

The fact that to be in religious space one foll@egain protocols and at the same time the fictibn
imagination is always omnipresent. But the religiapace is limiting, as it does not allow other
imagination structures to rest within it. In thebeyspace the imaginative structure foremost emerges
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from the geography of the networks themselves.itBaiso emerges from the imaginations that
different "self" brings by participation.

Digital networks are already beginning to feedbankthe city in the most unexpected fashion.
The new networks as seen in the case of ATM andadery have the potential to slowly alter
the geography of cities (spitting of building pragr, etc). It can also be a wonderful opportunity
to re-conceive parts of our city. The integratidrl@T centers (stock broking) with the existing
community spaces is also telling about the resikeaf Indian cities that are essentially built
from the grassroots through people and their shitédl changes. The resilience of people and
community structures should not be underestimatéd. there are huge strength and
opportunities in our current cities and there isreal need to imagine a fresh urbanity. No one
person or group should have the right to do sony @ase. We perhaps need to rekindle our
imagination much more and find opportune momenttetdatively anchor that imagination in
our cities that can bring people together; a kirfdaochurning of our cities. Creative
representation is needed to find out new ways eétarg maps for city that represent these
changes.

The city restructuring process in India, as mergtrearlier is supposed to symbolize the
existence of the Information technology but it éslty real estate and economic opportunism
more than anything else. The social economic andra@mmental reality of cities is being
ignored to create a narration of techno-futuresapdomise for the next phase. These narratives
ignore the spatial cultural dimensions of the cgpace and are loaded towards seeing an
emancipated state to be achieved through techmalbtgiols. In some sense it is a return to the
modernist authoritarian views of people, society dmeir spaces (and this time without the
socialist concern of a welfare state). State walédrto play a huge role as a mediator to stitch
and heal the wounds of a fractured urbanity. Wietha centre and periphery aspects of city
development might be inevitable we need to be #blereate other systems that can traverse
these divisions in space and society and countmtiThe role of state is becoming ever so
crucial in being in the forefront of efforts to oamize these issues.

At the level of academics there is an urgent needat studies on the changing nature of the
geography of networked cities in India. Such teebooial narrations of the present state of
urbanity can go a long way in creating consensusi@relopment and change. The city also
needs to be represented and understood from diste@dlin perspectives of people. Project and
research that can bring about alternative reprasentof cities is becoming rather urgent today.
The need for urban designers and planners to adkdge this restructuring process as a
historical phenomenon and not just any other innbcvelopment scenaffoand propose
strategies that Indian cities can follow to counker negativities will also be very crucial.

2 Both Global City and Heritage City kind of initiee are two sides of the same coin where the sifyrojected as
site for investment and consumption.
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