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New Delhi: After India and Pa-
kistan publicly sparred over
Hurriyat and accused each oth-
er of tampering with the Ufa
agenda, Islamabad has now al-
leged it was the failure to ensure
a meeting between its foreign
secretary Aizaz Chaudhry and
his Indian counterpart S Jaish-
ankar which put paid to hope of
holding the NSA-level dialogue.

On August 21, India officially
conveyed to Pakistan that a
meeting between the foreign sec-
retaries wasn’t possible. Indian
officials said it wasn’t a part of
the Ufa agenda. According to In-
dia, the meeting was suggested
as an afterthought and after it
had become evident that Pakis-
tan wasn’t interested, going by
the delay on the part of Islama-
bad in confirming the dates.

Pakistan had proposed the
meeting, on the sidelines of
NSA dialogue, to discuss mod-
alities for further discussions
on what it describes as the core
issue of Kashmir. This was ap-
parently important for Sharif
as he was keen to convey that
the issue remained as signifi-
cant as ever for Pakistan, after
he allowed India to not men-
tion J&K in the Ufa statement.
The Ufa statement did not
mention any meeting between
the foreign secretaries.

Pakistan believes the talks
were taking place after two
back-to-back concessions by
the Sharif-led civilian govern-
ment to India. 

For the full report, log on 
to www.timesofindia.com

Pak: India’s no to secy
meet nixed NSA talks
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London: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is ex-
pected to ad-
dress a large
reception at the
Wembley Stadi-
um, which has a
capacity of
90,000, in Lon-
don in Novem-

ber when he is due to visit the UK.
The invitation-only event is

expected to be one of the largest
receptions accorded to a foreign
head of government and will be

themed “two great nations, one
glorious future” to celebrate In-
dia-UK ties. Organizers Europe
India Forum have planned for
Modi to deliver the keynote ad-
dress followed by an impressive
fireworks display as his visit co-
incides with Diwali.

Modi will stop over in Lon-
don for three days around No-
vember 12 on his way to Turkey
to attend the G20 summit in An-
talya scheduled for November
15-16. Among those invited to the
reception are British Members
of Parliament, eminent busi-
nessmen and people from the

field of arts, culture and enter-
tainment. Oorganizers said the
website www.ukwelcomesmo-
di.org will go live on Saturday to
allow organizations and indi-
viduals to register.

Wembley Stadium is one of
London’s most recognized fea-
tures and the area has a high per-
centage of people of Indian ori-
gin. Organizers said the PM will
be given an Olympic-style recep-
tion that will reflect his populari-
ty with the British Indian com-
munity and boost India-UK ties.

For the full report, log on 
to www.timesofindia.com

Modi to address mega reception at Wembley 

Captured Pakistani terrorist Sajjad
Ahmad has been sent to five days
of police custody. For Alive
steps, see P 2

Bilal Bahadur

Three civilians were killed and
17 hurt as Pakistani troops on

Friday pounded border areas of
Jammu with heavy shelling and
firing. BSF retaliated strongly to
the Pakistani firing and 
shelling in R S Pura and Arnia
sectors along the International
Border (IB). PTI

Border shelling kills 3

The Pakistan foreign office on
Friday summoned the Indian

high commissioner, reports
Omer Farooq Khan. This was
followed by a warning from the
defence minister against New
Delhi initiating a “limited war”,
saying eight of its civilians were
killed and 47 hurt in firing and
shelling from across the border.
The military’s media wing said
the injured included 24 women
and 11 children.

Indian envoy summoned
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Washington: Pakistan’s nuclear
sabre rattling
earned for it a mild
reprimand from
the Obama admin-
istration even as
military generals
in Rawalpindi told
the country’s poli-
ticians that India is
their principal ex-

ternal threat and they need more
money to counter it.

Border tension between India and
Pakistan figured in the daily US state
department briefing on Thursday
with a spokesman cautioning Islama-
bad for talking loosely about using
nuclear weapons to counter India. 

“We want to see tensions decrease,
and speculation about potential use
of nuclear weapons certainly isn’t do-
ing anything to help it, if in fact those
comments were made,” spokesman
John Kirby said.

The censure came after Pakistan’s
geriatric NSA Sartaj Aziz boasted
that Pakistan was a nuclear weapons
power that was capable of defending
itself against India, even though New
Delhi has made no nuclear threats
and has a no-first use policy when it
comes to nuclear weapons use. 

Kirby essayed the familiar salu-
tary advice to a country that is home
to a wide range of terrorists and ter-
ror groups, some of them designated
by the UN and US.

“(US) secretary (of state, John)
Kerry has said repeatedly that he
wants the two nations to continue to
work together, with constructive dia-

logue, to resolve their issues, and we
understand that there are issues that
are longstanding,” Kirby told report-
ers. “But that’s what really needs to
happen, is sitting down, dialogue,
cooperation, talking through these
things, and trying to work through
some meaningful solutions.”

Earlier in the week, the state de-
partment had repeated the familiar
mantra that such talks were some-
thing the two sides needed to under-
take and no mediation can be expect-
ed from a third party.

Pakistan has been trying hard to at-
tract international attention and
mediation into the Kashmir dispute
while not giving up on its patronage of
terrorist groups such as LeT and its
avatars and helping militants infil-
trate into India. Earlier this week, Pa-
kistan’s ambassador to the UN Maleeha
Lodhi took its complaints to the UN
even though Pakistan protects UN des-
ignated terrorists such as Hafiz Saeed.

On Friday, Pakistani media re-
ported that in a briefing at the joint
staff headquarters, the generals told
members of Pakistan’s senate de-
fense committee that India was buy-
ing $100 billion worth of weapons
over the next five years aimed primar-
ily at Pakistan, and they needed more
money to counter that.

For the full report, log on to
www.timesofindia.com

US slams Pak for
N-arsenal boast

Sartaj Aziz

Pakistan army generals
told parliament that India
was buying $100bn worth
of weapons, and asked 
for more money to counter
the move

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is likely to attend a meeting of RSS and
BJP leaders next week that is expected to take stock of the progress

of the NDA government and deliberate on coordination issues including
relations with Sangh organizations. The meeting, ahead of the Bihar
election, is significant for its focus on coordination and communication
between the Sangh and its affiliates. The Bihar election has acquired a
certain salience as it is seen to be a major test of strength for Modi and
BJP after the defeat in Delhi. The discussions will also aim to evolve
closer understanding over contentious issues like labour reforms and
land acquisition and economic liberalization on which Sangh affiliates
have taken stands that differ with the government. The meeting of
senior BJP functionaries with the Sangh brass is intended to ensure that
both sides understand and appreciate one another’s priorities and is
part of regular exercises to achieve better outcomes. TNN

For the full report, log on to www.timesofindia.com

PM may attend RSS-BJP meeting next week
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