TRAINERS

A. Delhi 

1. Dipendra Manocha

Dipendra Manocha works as the Developing Countries Coordinator with  the DAISY Consortium and is also the managing trustee of the Saksham Trust. He has previously worked as Asst. Project Manager for the DAISY For All Project, and is at present the elected president of the DAISY Forum of India. He was Director--IT & Services at the National Association for the Blind, New Delhi, India from 1993 till July 2008. He also worked as a consultant to Delhi University for establishing the resource centre for persons with disability. 

After completing post graduation and research degree work from Delhi University, he went on to engage with the mission of providing information and content in accessible format to persons with print disabilities. During the past decade of work he has managed or coordinated several technological development or implementation projects such as: 

· Establishment of IT training facility for persons with blindness.

· Development of Hindi Language Braille transcription software

· Establishment of DAISY Resource Centre in India under the Daisy for All Project to introduce DAISY Standards in South Asian countries.

· Establishment of a digital library for the print disabled.

· Content Creation Project for University books in Braille, E-Text and Talking Books format, supported by Ministry of Information and Communication Technology, Government of India.

· Development of Screen Reading Software for Indian Languages.

· Establishment of equipment distribution centres for blind persons 

· Audio Description of films

During this period he has held the following posts: 

· Chairman--Youth Committee of the Asian Blind Union

· Chairman--ICT Access Forum of India

· Member of the core group on accessibility under the office of Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disability, Government of India

Recognition:

· Ashoka Fellow recognised as a social entrepreneur

· National Award by government of India for contributions for community development in the area of disability in 2005

· National Leadership award in the area of disability given by the president of India 2007.

2. Prashant Ranjan Verma

Prashant Rajan Verma is currently Manager of the Resource Centre for Persons with Disabilities at the University of Delhi. His responsibilities include conduct of specialized training programs, production of accessible books, provision of technical advice and distribution of aids and assistive devices to persons with blindness or low vision, hearing impairment and mobility impairment. 

He is also a consultant to the DAISY Consortium (www.daisy.org)  for technical support and software testing and is responsible for conducting training in Digital Talking Books production and providing support to libraries taking up digital talking books production. 

He was previously the head of three important departments of NAB Delhi – Technology Training Center, Digital Library and Braille Press. 

Mr. Verma is considered to be an expert in the application of Assistive Technology for visually impaired & as such plays an important role in setting up of computer centers for blind across the region, in designing training programs, preparing technical training books & in solving computer related problems of hundreds of blind persons through the Helpline service. 

Some of his current important project assignments are as follows:

a) Technology Training Program for Employment Opportunities 

b) E-text Content Generation Project 

c) Daisy Digital Talking Book Production Project 

d) SAFA – Hindi Screen Reading Software Development 

e) Assistive Technology Helpline

f) IT Training Program for PWDs at 10 Centers in Delhi NCR 

g) Braille And Large Print Unit

h) Software Testing assignments from IBM, WEBEL, Orakawa Project 

i) Interest Free Loan Scheme

He is the author of five books on assistance for computer training of visually impaired persons.

Recognition:

He is the recipient of a gold medal for English text processing at BILYMPICS 2001. 

Prashant Ranjan Verma was given the National Award for Empowerment of Persons with disabilities 2007 by President of India for his outstanding performance as Employee on 3 December 2007.

3. Manish Agrawal

Manish Agrawal is currently Manager, Technology, at Sapient Corporation.

Manish has had about 10 years of extensive software industry experience and has successfully led large teams to design and implement complex business-critical applications. 

He has worked as a .NET architect on Sapient’s Advanced Technology team and evangelized the use of Model-driven architecture for agile development in .NET using code generation tools like AndroMDA. He has also contributed to the development of reusable component frameworks and design patterns, and conducted training on new technologies. He has received an award for Client-Focused Delivery for contributing in the successful delivery of the American Honda AccessoryWeb - a large application integration project, with a perfect client satisfaction score of 5 on 5. 

He has extensive familiarity with using screen reading software and other adaptive technologies to access computers. His skills involve a deep knowledge of OOAD, design patterns, MS .net Framework (C#, Visual Basic.NET), C++, XML, MS-SQL Server, Code generation frameworks like AndroMDA, NHibernate. He has worked extensively with NET 3.0 - Windows foundation services (WF, WCF, WPF), Visual Basic 6.0, COM, as well as Rational rose, Oracle, Biz Talk server, MS CMS and Active Directory 

He has a Masters degree in Computer Applications (MCA), is a Microsoft Certified Solutions Developer (MCSD), has a Diploma in Advanced Computing from C-DAC institute, and completed his B.Com (Hons.), from Shaheed Bhagat Singh College, University of Delhi.

4. Pranav Lal 

Pranav has had considerable experience with accessibility. He has been associated with the National Association for the Blind for many years now and been  involved in promoting accessibility wherever possible.  In one of his assignments, he has had to handle the complete ERP system of an education company, with an interface for students. He was responsible for introducing accessibility to the organization and incorporating it into the system itself. 

He has recently started using speech-recognition technology and is a beta tester for J-Say (a middleware that interfaces Jaws for Windows and Dragon Naturally Speaking). He has also beta tested screen readers such as Window Bridge 2000. He is also an active user of the vOICe which is an audio prosthesis and
has recently developed an open source add-in for the program that allows users to control the vOICe from the command line.

His blog showcases some of his accessibility work: http://techesoterica.wordpress.com


B. Mumbai 

1. Krishnakant Mane

Krishnakant Mane is an accessibility specialist and a free software advocate, working as an adviser to   many government and non-government organisations on free software based projects, including policy making and migration to FOSS. He has worked with the Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education of TIFR as a
project fellow on the SELF portal and worked as a curriculum designer and chief resource person for Insight, a project involved in education and employment of blind people using free software, as a software engineer and system architect .

Krishnakant is currently leading the development of GNUKhata a modular, scalable and robust free accounting software. GNUKhata is funded by Comet Media Foundation, the NGO with which Krishnakant currently works as a project co-ordinator for planning extensive training in free software.

Krishnakant also successfully led the True Vision pProject with
Electronic Corporation of Tamil Nadu (ELCOT).  This project was aimed at
training visually challenged people in the use of free software so that they can become independent in education and employment. He actively contributes to the accessibility module of Mozila Firefox with the Orca screen reader, giving architectural ideas and helping with other logistics.

2. Anusha Kadambala 

Anusha Kadambala, a software engineer, is also a young free software
advocate with a special interest in accessibility and FOSS awareness. She has assisted as a resource person in the Insight Project, Kerala, and also the True Vision Project (ELCOT). Having specialized in structured accessibility design, Anusha has conducted seminars and workshops on teaching report design and presentation to blind people using LaTeX. Anusha also excels in the use of and training for using the Orca screen reader. Currently Anusha works with Comet Media Foundation as a project co-ordinator for GNUKhata.

C. Bangalore

Rahul Gonsalves

Rahul has been building accessible websites since 2005 (sample work at http://rahulgonsalves.com/projects/ ). He has been activiely involved in promoting web and accessibility standards. He spoke at the first international  accessibility and technology conference in India,  Techshare 2008, where he made out a case for accessibility and conducted a workshop on retrofitting accessibility to existing websites, a concern for most large institutions with an existing online  presence (slides available at http://www.barrierbreak.com/events-conference/techshare_presentations2008.php#track3)

 
In September 2008, he presented a paper examining ways in which  
People with various impairments - both physical and mental - engage  
with online content, and demonstrated practical ways in which  
authors can make online content accessible at the National  
Conference on ICT for Differently Abled People. He is a supporter of the push for having a national policy for governing electronic accessibility in India. 


